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ARTICLE IX. 


Hs already * prefented my Readers with the 
Hiiftory and Abftraé of the Controver/y now on 
foot, concerning eating of Blood, fo far as to the 
Council of Jerufalem; J did not intend to meddle 
with it any farther, until fome new Treatifes appear’d 
in the World upon that Subjet&: But a Reverend 
and Learned Gorre/pondent, who is on Dr. Delany’s 
Side, apprehending it to be a prattical Cafe, and of 
great Importance in Chriftianity, and therefore that 
no Argument for abftaining from it fhould be negleé- 
ed; has defired me to take [ome notice of that, trom 


* In the Prefent State, &c. for Auguf 1734. 
FEBRUARY 173f. G the 
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the Gonfent of univerfal Ecclefiaftical Antiquity, 
which is fo firongly and fully urged by the ingenious 
Author of the Apoftolical Decree at Ferufalem 
proved to be ftillin Force, &@c. JZ think I can- 
not any other way fo effectually anfwer the Intention 
of his Requeft, as by publifbing the Letter which he 
wrote to me on Occafion of it, as follows. 


SIR, 
Have read over your Abftract of the Con- 
troverfy about eating of Blood. As it is a 
ractical Cafe, and concerns every one, I with 
you had been, or {till would be, more particular 
in fome of the Arguments for the ftanding Force 
of the Prohibition of it; efpecially that from An- 
tiquity, which the Author of the apoffolical De- 
cree, &c. only infifted on. This I hope you will 
think but Juftice to the Argument, and the Au- 
thor of it alfo: And to fave you as much Trou- 
ble as poffible, I have taken the Freedom of fing- 
ling out, and conneCing fuch Paffages of that 
Difcourfe, as are mot fitly applicable to that Pur- 
ofe. | 
. The Writer of it having copioufly and clearly 
proved from Scripture, the Unlawfulne/s of eating 
' Blood, very juttly concludes he might let the Ar- 
gument reft there, fuppofing it might fully fatif- 
fy every ferious Enquirer after Truth; who in 
good earneft defires to know, and to do the Will 
of God, without calling ‘for any farther Evidence 
from the Authority of Fathers and Councils. 
But becaufe the Opinion and Practice of the 
Primitive Church is, tho’ not alone fufficient to 


eftablifh a Doétrine; yet the beft Interpreter of 





any Law of Chrift becaufe tho’ the Divine 


Law was really doubtful in this Matter, this would 
eae | be 

















































. 


ng 
\r- 
rif- 

in 
Pill 
nce 


the 
- tO 
- ‘of 
yine 
suld 

be 


Art.9. the Republick of Letters. 8% 


be the fureft Method of afcertaining it. Be- 
caufe many of thofe who are convinced of the 
obliging Force, yct ftill differ about the Senfe 
and Extent of the apoffolical Canon: And the 
Cuftom of the Church for the firft Ages of ir, 
is the beft Rule to determine, not only whether 
it was defigned to be of ftanding Obligation to 
all Chriftians in all Ages; but alfo what is the 
true Meaning of it. Therefore, he has prefented 
to us at one View, by way of Appendix, all the 
Teftimonies that occurr’d to him in their original 
Languages for above twelve hundred Years; on 
an_ impartial Confideration of which, se /ays, 
every one who hath not throughly enquired into 
this Point, will be furprized, that the Obfervance 
of this Decree of the Apoftles at Ferufalem was 
continued fo long, and fo lately difufed even in 
the Weftern Church. For the Benefit of mere 
Englifo Readers, who cannot underftand the Greek 
and Eatin Citations, he has comprifed the Force 
of them in thefe general Remarks. 
“ 1. That it is to a Demonftration evident, 
“ that the Holy Church throughout the World did 
‘¢ not only in the firft and pureft, bur even till the 
“ darker Ages of it, the tenth Century, or later, 
“ penerally obferve and keep this Precept of the 
“© Apoftles; long after the leaft Apprehenfion 
“¢ could remain of giving any other Scandal to 
the Jews than we do now by a contrary Con- 
duét; and when there was as little ground to 
hope (as at this Day) that they fhould winthem 
*€ to the Profeffion of Chriftianity by their Con- 
“ formity to it. 
“© That St. Chry/ofiom, in particular, fays, that 
the Decree was not made ¢o gratify or conde- 
“* Icend to the Weak;-—they (that is, Chrifti- 
ans in his Time) did not ground their Practice 
G 2 * upon 
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“© upon the Authority of the Canons of the Church, 
“ but of the Apoftles; and continued it, only be- 
“¢ caufe it feemed good to the Holy Ghoft to im- 
“* pofe this neceffary Burden upon them. 

“ If the Rule of Vincentius Lirin be good, 
“ In ipfaCatholica Ecclefia magnopere curandum eft, 
“ ut id teneamus, quod ubique, quod femper, quod 
“ ab omnibus creditum eft; we fhould reftore, 
“ we fhould retain this Practice, even though 
“¢ it had not to good a Foundation as it has - 
“in Scripture; there being fcarce any one 
«© Point of Faith or Praétice, that can better 
*¢ plead this Rule in its Defence. It is true in- 
6 deed, St. Au/ting who flourifhed in the fame 
“¢ (i.e. the fifth) Century with Vincentius, {peaks 
“ of it as a Cuftom, not univerfal in his Day and 
“ Country, to abfain from things firangled; and 
“¢ Evantius after him writes againft abfaining 
“¢ from Blood. But in Reply to this it may be 


“¢ obferved, 
“ That St. 4u/fin is the firft Father who fpeaks 


¢ againft it: Vincentius’s Rule therefore holds 
“ good juft to his own Time, for the four firft, 
“© which were the pureft Ages of the Church. 
“¢ That he here only peaks of things frrangled, 
“¢ and he, and feveral of the Fathers not having 
“ this Reading in their Copies, might be of O- 
«© pinion, that it was not neceffary to abftain from 
“¢ things flrangled; only from diftin&, /eparate 
“© Blood. Nay, that St. 4u/in himfelf thought 
“ the apoftolical Injunction in force in his Time, 
«© feems evident from his Determination; that 
“ the Traveller, tho’ ready to perifh for lack of 
“ Bread, finding it in an Jdol Temple; though no 
«© Man faw him; yet fhould refufe to eat it, if he 
“© was certain that it had been offered to an Idol: 


“¢ he did not think therefore that this Branch 
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44 


of the Decree was binding in the Cafe of Scan- 
oC 


dal only ; why then fhould it be fuppofed that 
“ ke thought bfinence from Blood, which was 
“* enjoined by the fame Canon as forbid eating 
“* things offered to Idols, obligatory on no other 
“ fcore. That the Lawfulne/s even of cating 
“¢ things firangled was {o far from being a prevail- 
“* ing Opinion, either in the Eaffern or Weftern 
“¢ Church, that a long time after St. 4u/tin, inthe 
“ Jrullan Council, not only the eating Blood, but 
“ things firangled is exprefly forbidden. 

*¢ And agreeable to this, we have the Decifion 
“ of a Pope in the eighth, and of a Council alfo 
“in the ninth Century, even in the Weffern 
“© Church.” 

May it not therefore, /ays our Author, feem 
ftrange, how a Praétice eftablifhed by divine Au- 
thority ; enforced by the greateft human, that 
of Councils and Emperors ; obferved before 
the Law, under the Law, and under the Golpel 
for above twelve hundred Years in the Weflern, and 
till this Day in the Eafernand Athiopic Churches ; 
ihould, after all this, be fo generally fet afide a- 
mongft us! It were to be wifhed that we 
would once more again go to the Law, and to the 
Teftimony; and in every thing, not only in Faith, 
but in Practice alfo, reform according to the ori- 
ginal Standard, the primitive and univerfal Church. 

Having thus proved that the Voice of all An- 
tiquity proclaims the apo/folical Decree to be per- 
petually binding; our Author proceeds to confi- 
der, what the Sentiments of fome of the moft 
eminent Fathers are with relation to the Meaning 
and Extent of it. 

“¢ Sc. Cyprian and St. Chry/foftom interpret it de 
Sanguinis Effufione; and St. duflin and Thomas A- 
“* quinas tell us, that fome [in their Times ]{eem’d 
‘ G 3 “ to 
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“© to be of the fame Opinion; but then Str. 
“ Cyprian himfelf does not contend for this In- 
** terpretation ; he might mean no morethan that 
“¢ it {piritually, and in an higher Degree, forbad 
“¢ the fhedding the Blood of Men, than the eat- 
“ ing the Blood of Beafts: as his Matter Zertul- 
“¢ Jian before obferves. 

“And as to the other two, St. 4u/fin feems 
“to give up this Interpretation; and /quinas 
“¢ plainly confutes it; and except thefe, none 
*¢ that I find do fo much as mention this Opini- 
“ on: And the Senle and Praégtice both of the 
“ Kaftern and Weftern Church run directly coun~ 
“¢ ter to it, and underftand this Decrce as forbid- 
“¢ ding to eat the Blood of Beafts.” 

But here again (fays our 4uthor) is a Diffe- 
rence; ** Some underftanding it only of vaw 
°* Blood, or of any Member of the Animal yet 
“ alive, with the Blood of it.” He has feveral 
Reafons again{t this Expofition of the Words, 
and thinks ic muft be allowed, “* that by ab/fain- 
“* ing from Blood, is meant the not eating the mere 
* Blood of the ‘Animal, howfoever drefs’d, tho’ 
** boiled or roafted with Fire: but then this mutt 
“¢ not be extended any farther than tothat Blood, 
“© which might eafily be Aeparated from the Crea- 
“‘ ture in the flaying of it: for even the Zews 
“¢ themfelves make no Scruple of eating the Blood 
“ which remains in the Beaft after it is legally 
© killed; and runs from it as Gravy after it is 
" dreffed, and brought to the Table.” 

But the Confideration of the Practice of the 
Church where, and whilft this Law was, and ftill 
is thought to be in force, may ferve farther, as 
be /ays, to elucidate this matter. 

‘© And it appears very evident, that the Church 
* never thought /iving Blood, or the Blood of the 

“ Creature 
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91 
Creature whilft i¢ was yet alive, was the only 
thing forbidden,—but was unanimous through- 
out the World in its Conlent againit eating 
mere Blood that had been feparated, but afters 
wards preferved, though boiled, dreffed, and dif- 
guifed by any Art of Cookery. Nor was its 
Forbearance of things flrangled \eis general; the 
only Exception we find to this, are the Jfri- 
cans St. Auftin mentions; and thofe might think 
they did not tranfgrefs the Precept, it they ab- 
{tained from feparate Blood; or if after the 
Strangulation of the Creature, they extracted 
as much Blood as poffibly they could from it. 
“* If things ftrangled (adds he) be acknowledg- 
ed Part ot the apoftolical Decree, then it may 
beasked, whether thofeW ordsare to be under- 
{tood as obliging us to abitain entirely from the 
Creature ftrangled; or only from that particu- 
lar Part of it where the Blood coagulates and 
ubfides, (as in the Rabbit, tame Fowl, &Kc.)” 





In Anfwer to this he fays, “* The Permiffion given 


the dlien under the Law of Mo/es of eating the 
Thing that was firangled, or that died of it[elf, 
prov rided all the Blood that poffibly could was 
afterwards extracted from it, feems to favour 
the latter Opinion ; but the former feems more 
confonant to the Letter of the Precept, and 
more agreeable to the general Practice of the 
Church; and to the Ulage of the Greek Church 
in particular to this Day. 

In this Difference of Opinion and Practice it 
may at leaft be allow’d, that the fafett Side is 
never wilfully ourfelves to kill any Creature by 
firangling; or without having the Blood pour- 
ed out: nor to encourage in others this way of 
killing, by eating of thofe things that are 
{trang)d.” 
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I have now ‘done with the Remarks of this 
Writer, relating to thofe Authorities which he 
afterwards quotes in the Appendix; and, according 
to the Rules of Method, ought here to conclude ; 
but give me leave to break through them at this 
time, and recommend to you the following Paf- 
fage; which tho’ it precedes thofe I have already 
excerp’d, is very well worthy the Attention of 


ail your Readers; and may ferve farther to give 


them a fuller Idea of the Reafoning of this Trea- 
tife, which 1s at leaft equally clear and ftrong with 
any that has been produc’d hitherto on this Side 
of the Queftion. 
* But that which to me (/ays he) feems fully 
“° ro anfwer all Objections from Scripture againit 
** the axiverfal Extent and perpetual Force of this 
“* Decree, and even to determine the Difpute, 
* are the Words of St. Zames to St. Paul, and 
“ of our bleffed Saviour to the Angel of the 
“© Church of Pergamos and Thyatira. The Words 
® of Sr. ames are Aéls xxi. 25. As touching the 
*© Gentiles which believe, we have written and con- 
© cluded, that they keep themfelves from things of- 
¢ fered to Idols, and from Blood, and from things 
& Rrangled, &c. In which there is no Déftinéti- 
*° 92, no Limitation: What Authority then have 
‘© we to make any? Here is no Difference be- 
“© twixt /dolatrous Gentiles, and Fewifh Profelytes , 
* noReitraint with refpect to Time or Place: 4s 
“ rouching the Gentiles which believe; all believing 
“© Gentiles therefore, whether they were convert- 
** ed immediately from Heathenifm or not; or 
«* where-ever they dwelt, are included in the De- 
** cree, and obliged to keep it. 
*¢ But we may make farther Ufe of thefe Words 
* of Sct. Fames, if we confider the Time of his 
* {neaking them, (4. D. 62.) and the Time of 
66 Sr. 
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St. Paul's writing his Epiftles to the Corinthi- 
ans, (A. D. 57.) and his Epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, (A.D. 58.) Thefe Epiftles contain the 
great Arguments againit the ftanding Force of 
the apoftolical Decree; in them St. Paul is fup- 
pofed to have declared it repealed: But now 
St. James {peaking thefe Words, wherein he 
declares the Decree to be of full Force and 
Virtue, fo many Years after St. Pau] wrote 
thofe Epifiles, fully anfwers all thofe Argu- 
ments which are drawn from them in favour of 
its Repeal ; plainly fhews, that the Decree 
was given, not only to the Profelyted, but to 
the Jdolatrous Gentiles; and, that tho’ no An- 
fwer had been, could be given to the above- 
mentioned, and all other Texts contained in 
them; yet we do greatly err, not knowing the true 
Meaning of thele Scriptures; when we imagine 
they vacate or confine the apoftolick Decree: 
For it can never be fuppofed, that St. Pau] and 
St. Fames differed in their Opinion of it; that 
Sct. fames fhould think it was; Sr. Paw/ that it 
was not any longer obligatory: nay, that Sr. 
James fhould tell St. Paul fo to the Face; when 
St. Paul for fome time before (according to 
this Suppofition) had told the Corinthians and 
Romans quite the contrary; and that St. Paul 
fhould not contradict him: This is to make 
him handle the Word of God deceitfully ; to 
fet the 4poftles at Variance ; and to make them 
preach different Gofpels. 

“ The Words of Fe/us to the Angel of the 
Church of Pergamos and Thyatira. / have 
a few things againft thee to eat things facrifie 
ced to Idols, and to commit Fornication, Rev. ii. 
14, 20. It will not be difputed that thofe 
W ords have a Refpect unto the Decree at Fe- 
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riufalem, in two of the things forbidden by it: 
That the Angel of Pergamos is greatly blamed 
for fuffering thofe things: That Pergamos was 
not in the Province of Axtioch, but at a great 
Diftance from it: That, laftly, thefe Words 
were written thirty Years after the Defiruétion 
of Ferufalem: which things being allowed and 
confidered, feem fully to anfwer all Objections. 
For it is allow’d, that St. Paul does not ex- 
prefly declare any where for the Non-obligation 
of abfiaining from Blood; only confequentially, 
becaufe he is thought in general to declare all 
things clean and lawful; and more particularly 
bings offered to Idols, which none were obliged 
to forbear, except in the Cafe of Scandal: The 
fame is therefore concluded concerning Blood 
prohibited by the fame Decree; for if the bind- 
ing Force of that was diffolved with refpect to 
the one, why not to the other alfo? But now 
our Saviour’s here declaring, fo long after the 
writing St. Paul’s Epiftles, that it was ftill un- 
lawful to eat things offered to Idols, does de- 
{troy the very Ground and Foundation of this 
great Argument for the Ceffation of this Law. 
“© Nay, does it not alfo even demontftrate, that 
the apoftolick Decree was not of a temporary 
Obligation; that it did bind beyond the Conti- 
nuance of the Fewifh Temple and Sanhedrim; 
that it was not made to avoid giving Scandal to 
the ‘Fezws, not giving to the Pro/elyted on- 
ly, but to the /dolatrous Gentiles allo; yea, to 
all the Converts to Chriftianity ; being decla- 
red by our Saviour himfelf, even many Years 
atrer the Deftruétion of Seru/alem, to be itill 
in Force, and being never jince repealed, to 
be of perpetual Obligation.” 
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A Differtation on Marrerand Spirit: 
With fome Remarks on a Book entitled, 
An Enquiry into the Nature of the hu- 
man Soul. By John Jackfon, Reéor of 
Roffington iz the County of York, and 
Mafter of Wigfton’s Ho/pital in Leicefter. 
London: Printed for J. Noon in Cheap- 
fide. 1735. 8vo. Page. 56. 






- 





HE Publication of this Treatife is a great 
Surprize to many, who are known to en- 
tertain a very high Efteem of the Writer of it. 
Deifm has been fo generally conneéted with a 
Disbelief of the Immateriality of the Soul, thar 
the barely fuppofing that it way be material, will 
be look’d upon by a multitude of well-meaning 
People, as a dangerous wounding of Chriftianity. 

Metaphy {ical Speculations have rarely been of 
oy Service to it; but on the other hand, indulg- 

ing them too licentioufly, has frequently ended 
in Atheifm or Infidelity. This ill Confequence is 
indeed accidental, and not owing to any intrinfick 
Imperfection or ‘Obfcurity in the Science itfelf, 
but to the infinite Difproportion there is between 
our Faculties and the Objects thereof. We are 
drowned in the Sea, not Secale there is any ill 
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Quality in the Water of it, but becaufe it is too 
deep for us. It may be fome few have ventured 
into this unfathomable Ocean, and landed fafely ; 
but Numbers, tempted by the deluding Profpeé 
of enriching themfelves with the native Treafures 
of it, have plunged in and loft themfelves. Thofe 
who by reafon of any peculiar Advantages are not 
afraid co tempt the Hazards of it, or are in no 
Apprehenfion of being irrecoverably overwhelm’d, 
fhould be cautious however of leading others in- 
to an Abyfs, where there is fo much Danger of 
finking, and wherein, gvithout extraordinary 
- Meafures of Strength and Skill, they muft inevi- 
tably perith. 

I am perfuaded Mr. Fack/on has no finifter View 
in this Work, nor would do any thing with a 
Defign of impairing one Evidence of Reveal’d 
Religion, or weakning the Influence of its San- 
ctions; but many will think this Differtation has 
a'Fendency to do both: And they who are incli- 
ned to judge moft favourably, will be ready toask, 
To what Purpofe was it written at all? What 
good one could it poflibly ferve? Suppofing the 
Dodtrine of it to be true, of what Ufe is the 
Knowledge of it? Or what Difadvantage would 
arife to Mankind from being ignorant of it? On 
the contrary, the divulging and enforcing it may 
prove an Occafion of much Mifchief; by raifing 
pernicious Scruples, unfettling weak Believers, 
encouraging the Enemies of Revelation, and turn- 
ing the Drift of Mens Minds upon airy, fubtle 
Phantoms, which fhould be exercifed only on 
ufeful Truths, and Enquiries of more Concern- 
ment. Thofe of the facred Funétion are fet for 
the Defenfe of the Gofpel; and fhould be ex- 
tremely cautious of doing any thing, that in the 
lealt may prejudice the Interefts of ir. The Re- 
verend 
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verend 4uthor of this Difcourfe may plead, (and 
I dare affirm with the utmott Juftice) that he was 
far from any fuch Intention; but with refpeé& to 
things no way neceffary, and from which no Be- 
nefit can accrue, the leaft Probability of evil Con- 
fequences fhould determine the utter Foibearance 
of them. 

Mr. Dodwell not only meant no harm by his 
Doétrine of the natural Mortality of the Soul, but 
really imagin’d he was thereby doingGod good Ser- 
vice, by refcuing his moral Attributes from fome 
very grofs Imputations they lay under; and fo in 
effect ftrengthning and eftablifhing Religion, in- 
ftead of fhaking the Foundations of it: yet the 
moft excellent Dr. Ciark, for whofe Sentiments 
Mr. Fack/on has heretofore been thought to have 
the higheft Deference and Regard, tells him *, 
“© It is a thing of very ill Confequence, when 
“ Men of great Reputation in the World for 
“ Learning, in their Difcourfes upon the mof 
** important [Subjects relating to Religion| rafhly, 
« and upon very little grounds, allow themfelves 
“ to advance new and crude Notions, and extra- 
“ yvagant Hypothefes; which the Profane will 
** not, and the Weak are not ad/eto feparate from 
“¢ the principal and fundamental and moft necef- 
*¢ fary Doétrines themfelves : The inconfide- 
“¢ rate and groundlefs Notions, which Men of 
“¢ great Learning and much Reading have, with 
** too little Judgment, fometimes joined and in- 
“ termixed with their Explications of fome of 
‘* the greateft and moft important Doctrines of 
** Religion; when upon due Examination, the 
“* Abfurdity and Inconfiftency of fuch Schemes 
“¢ plainly appear, have been apt to raife Doubts 
“© in many Mens Minds concerning the Truth 


“ even 





* Letter to Mr. Dodwell, p. 1, 2; 3. 
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“© even of the certaineft Doétrines themfelves, 
“© which are either the moft plainly difcovered by 
“ right Reafon, or are moft clearly delivered in 
¢¢ Scripture.” 

I with thefe judicious RefieGions of the Do- 
étor’s were lefs applicable than I think they are to 
the Cafe before us; or that the tollowing Words 
might not as properly be addrefs’d to Mr. Fack- 


fou now, as they were formerly by that great Di-. 


vine to Mr. Dodwell. 

[ The Conclufion which may very probably be drawn 
from the Piece before us, and that is the fame as 
might be inferv'd fromthofe very Tenets of Mr. Dod- 
well, which the Doétor in this Letter to him, and 
gf feveral Defences of it, bas fo entirely confuted, | 

is indeed by no means right; buc it is fuch a 
“© one, as is very natural for “Men of loofe Prin- 
© ciples and vicious Lives to draw from your Do- 
“ rine; and therefore you ought to have been 
“© very careful not to give them fuch an Occafi- 
“© on of deceiving themfelves, unlefs you had firtt 
“ been very fure that your Notion was cither ve- 
*¢ ry plainly contained in Scripture, or very clear- 
“< ly demonftrable by right Reafon.* 

It is now but fair that I turn the Tables, and re- 
prefent to my Readers, «vbat Mr. Jackfon bas urged 
to jupify and recommend his own Undertaking. 

“© The Subject of it, he /ays, is of no {mall 
. Importance both in Philofophy and Religion, 
“¢ and ought to be freely canvaffed and ferioufly 
“ attended to. An impartial Enquiry inco the 
“© Nature of our Sou/s and Bodies, or of Matter 

*¢ and 

* N.B. The Pages of all the Quotations from Dr. Clarf's 
Replies to Dedwe/l or Collins reter to the fixth Edition of 
them publifhed in 1731. The Alterations I have made 


in the Words of any of them, to adapt them to the prefent 
Occafion, are in Jta/ick Letters incloled between Crotchets. 
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and Spirit, cannot but tend to give us juft No- 
tions of the Frame and Contti: tiny of our 
Beings, to attain which is highly worthy the 
Study and Endeavours of every rational hu- 
man Perfon.” As for thofe who alledge that 
ic is derogatory to Religion to fuppofe the Sub- 
fiance of the human Soul material; that the Con- 
fequence of it is to deny the watural Immortality 
of it; and to make it mortal and corruptible like 
the compounded bodily Part and common Mat- 
ter: and fo to take away the natural Proof of a 
future State, and of Rewards and Punifhments 
in another Life after this, be /ays, “* Thefe can 
“ only be the Sentiments of weak Bigots, who 
“¢ neither underftand Philofophy nor Religion 3 
*¢ neither of which teaches that the human Soul 
‘© (whether material or not) is waturally immortal. 
“ And as Philofophy informs us, that Matter of 
 itfelf. no more tends to Annihilation than Spirit 
“‘ does; and that probably /olid, uncompounded 
‘* Bodies are as zmmutable and incorruptible, as ipi- 
ritual or intelligent Subftance is or can be; {fo 
both Philofophy and Religion agree to affure 
us, that whether the Soul is in its own Nature 
mortal and corruptible, or immortal and incor- 
ruptible, the Power and Providence of God 
can and will make it to fubfift ina future Strate, 
and render it capable of thofe Rewards ard 
Puniihments hereafter, which are the natural 
Confequence, or the reveal? d sLecOMmpence of 


“ Good and Evil done in this Life.* 
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6¢ So 

* There cannot be any Reprefentation of God's Proceed- 
ings more harfh, than to fuppofe him by his omnipotent Will 
and Power, eternally and miraculoufly preferving fuch Crea- 
tures unto endlefs Punifhment, who never had in them ori- 
ginally any Principle of Immortality at all. It is evident- 
'y far more agreeable to rignt Reafon, and. to our Notions of 


God, 
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‘¢ So that if the human Soul could be prov’d 
€° to be material, that would have no ill Influence 
** on Religion, or in the leaft weaken the natu- 
*¢ ral or reveal’d Ewidence of a future Strate.” 

Thus much Mr. Yack/fon fays he thought pro- 
per to premife briefly, in order to obviate and 
prevent any Prejudice or wrong Conceptions, 
which otherwife might poffefs the Minds of fome 
Readers of this Differtation on a curious and dif- 
ficult Subje&t; and which is written with that, 
impartial Freedom, which ought efpecially to be 
allow’d and encouraged in all Matters of Philo- 
fophy and Religion. 

Our Author has inferted a Note in the feventh 
Page of his Preface, which has not, as I can fee, 
the leaft Relation with the Paragraph it refers to; 
he might with a great deal more Propriety have 
annex’d it to the firft Page of the Differtation it 
felf. But let us take it where we find it; and 
only confider the Juftnefs of the Reprefentation 
and Remarks which it confifts of. They are fo 
lively a Specimen of his Talent for difguifing the 
Senfe of thofe he has a mind to difpute with, as 
may excufe us from ever implicitly trufting his 
Account of the Sentiments of thofe he differs 
from. 

“¢ T have taken no notice (fays he) of anew 
“© Hypozhefis in Philofophy, which hath been 
“¢ Jately advanced, viz. that there is no fuch thing 

“¢ really 




































God, to derive the Immortality of the Soul, and efpecially 
of a miferable one, from its ow Nature, than from the Divine 
Pleafure; that is, to fuppofe the Soul to have been at firft 
created {uch a Subftance, as by the ordinary Concourfe of Di- 
vine Providence would continue for ever; than that it was 
created of a mortal and perifhable Nature, but by the extra- 
ordinary and miraculous Power of God is continually fupport- 
ed——-beyond the Capacity of its own Nature to all Eterni- 


ty. Clark's Letter to Dodwell, p 4, 5. 
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“ really exifting in Nature as Subfance, either 
‘¢ material or {piritual; and that what is fo called 
“* is only an Aggregate of Properties without any 
* exiftent Sulyjeét: fo that Extenfion, Solidity, In- 
“* telligence, &c. exift without any Thing or Be- 
“ ing extended, [olid, intelligent, &c. In confe- 
‘© quence of this Philofophy it follows, that there 
“* is Motion, but no Mover or thing moved; Life, 
“ but no Thing diving; Agency, but no Agent; 
“¢ Virtue, but no virtuous Perfon; Sin, but no 
“* Sinner; Divine Attributes and Perfeétion, but 
** no perfect Being, or God. This is a Scheme of 
“€ Philofophy fo wholly unfupported by any Rea- 
*¢ fon or Evidence, and fo contrary to the com- 
** mon Senfe of Mankind, as well as to that of 
“* the greateft Philofophers; and is withal fo vi- 
** fionary and unintelligible, that the ridiculous 
“Abfurdity of it (if no ill Confequences at- 
“* tended it) muft render it incapable of a ferious 
** Confutation.” , 

This vifionary, unintelligible, ridiculous and 
abfurd Hypothe/is, which Mr. Fack/on had not, but 
has here taken notice of, is, I verily believe, of 
his own ftarting; no older than this Note con- 
taining it, and certainly deferves all the difpara- 
ging Epithets he beftows on it. Inthe whole 
Compafs of my Acquaintance, I never yet met 
with any one, who denied the real Exiftence of 
Subfiance; or fuppofed that Properties could fub- 
fift without a Subject. 

Mr. Lock indeed feemed to doubt of the Ex- 
iftence of that imaginary Subftratum which this 
Writer is quarrelling about. Bifhop Berkley has 
endeavoured to prove, that material Subftance 
can exift no where but in Mind, which is the 
only Subfratum of fenfible Qualities, certain Com- 
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whofe Exiftence confifts in their being perceived. 
Dr. Watts thinks mere Exten/fion a {ufficient Sub- 
firatum of corporeal Subftance; to conftitute 
which, the Property of Impenetrability is alone 
neceflary, all others being rather fpecifick than 
effential. Thefe two laft named Philofophers, 
though their Principles are not exactly alike, do 
however agree in fuppofing that what we call the 
Qualities of material Beings exhauft their Effence, 
and that when they are Feftroy'd the Sub{tances 
are abfolutely annihilated. The latter of them 
has the fame Opinion of immaterial Subftance al- 
fo, not excepting that of the Deity; but both 
of them affert the Reality of Subftance as ftrong- 
ly as Mr. Fack/on can do, though they have the 
Misfortune of differing from him in their Idea of 
the Nature of it. But they no more therefore 
deny the Exiftence of it in general, than he does 
that of God in particular, becaufe his Concepti- 
on of the Modus of it is not conformable to Dr. 
W aterland’s. | 
The abfurd Confequences of this new Philofo- 
phy (as well as the Philofophy itfelf) are all like- 
wife of Mr. Fack/on’s own making; and will moft 
{urely vanifh when he comes to think foberly up- 
on the Subject, tho’ they may leave fome Difh- 
culties behind them; but they are no greater than 
will occur upon the Foot of that chimerical Sud- 
firatum he is fo fond of retaining. ) 
The Scheme that is here meant, but grofly mi- 
ftaken, is not fo new as I apprehend our Author 
imagines it to be. It is now above fixteen Years, 
when I, a very young Man,.formed it, without 
the leaft Communication with any Perfon what- 
foever; fo that with theVanity incident to Youth, 
I prided myfelf in being the original Inventor. I 


reflected on it a while with fome Pleafure, and 
2 fancied 
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fancied I had hit upon a very happy Medium be- 
tween Mr. Berkley’s Theory, and that of the Ge-= 
nerality of Metaphyficians. After I had talk’d it 
over often, and, as I thought, digefted it well, I 
judged it would make a mighty pretty Epittle to 
an Acquaintance in the Univerfiry, whom I had 
a mind to engage ina literary Correfpondence. I 
drefs’d it up as handfomly as I could, and fent it 
to him, expecting no worfe Return than a friend 
ly Congratulation of my wonderful Difcovery. 
But alas! I was infinitely difappointed. Mr. Fack- 
fon himfelf could not have teftified a warmer Re- 
fentment of my Prefumption. He wrote me an 
Anfwer fo full of fupercilious Contempt, mix’d 
up with Anger and Pity, that as it deftroyed all 
my Efteem of his Judgment and Candor, fo it 
had, on the other hand, a moft mortifying In- 
fluence on my favourite Syftem ; for fear of meet 
ing with a like Treatment from others, and becom 
ing a Laughing-ftock, I determined to bury it in 
perpetual Silence. ’Till this wife and zealous 77- 
ro {upprefs’d it, I ufed now and then to plague 
fome of my Betters with it; but I became after- 
wards fo referv’d, as even to refolve never any 
more to mention it. Nor did I, till twelve Years 
after, when I thought I need not be any longer 
fhy of owning a Notion, which I faw plainly 
was e{poufed by a Man, whofe Reputation in the 
learned World was fufficient to recommend it. 
In fhort, IF was extremely pleafed, as well as fur- 
priz’d, to find the Sentiments of fo eminent a 
Philofopher as Dr. Watts agrecing exactly with 
mine upon fo unbeaten a Subject. { wonder’d to 
read the following Note in the r7th Page of his 
excellent Logick, which I firft faw about four 
Years ago. “ When I call /olid Extenfion an cf- 
“ fentiat’ Mode or Attribute of Matter, and a 
H 2 6 Power 
































































































































































104 The Prefent State of Art. 10. 


GC 
se 
CG 
| 4 
GC 
cc 
as 
he 
as 


Power of thinking an effential Mode or Attri- 
bute of a Spirit, I do it in compliance with 
common Forms of Speech: But perhaps in re- 
ality thefe are the very Effences or Subftances 
them/elves; and the moft fubftantial Ideas that 
we can frame of Body and Spirit, and have no 
need of any (we know not what) Subfratum 
or unintelligible Subftance to fupport them in 
their Exiftence or Being.” As I have no per- 


fonal Knowledge of the Doétor, fo I have never 
fince had any Opportunity of conferring with 
him upon this Point, wherein our Sentiments fo 
perfeétly coincide; and which he has fince hand- 
led at large in his philofophical Effays, with a 
Strength of Reafoning, that, if I am not great- 


ly 


deceived, will withftand all Mr. Fack/on’s At- 


tacks. In the 13th Page of the laft Edition of 
his Logick, there is a Note more copious and ex- 
plicit than the foregoing. 
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“© Some Philofophers (fays he) fuppofe that 
our Acquaintance with Matter or Mind reaches 
no farther than the mere Properties of them, 
and that there 1s a fort of unknown Being, 
which is the Swdjeé or the Subfance by which 
thefe Properties of /olid Extenfion and of Cogi- 
tation are {upported, and in which they inhere 
or exift. But perhaps this Notion arifes only 
from our turning the mere abftracted or Jogical 
Notion of Subffance or Self-/ubjifting into the 
Notion of a diftiné phyfical or natural Being 
without any Neceflity. Solid Extenjion feems 
to me to be the very Subfiance of Matter, ot 
of all Bodies: and a Power of thinking, which 
is always in Aé, feems to be the very Subitance 
of all Spirits 5 for God himfelf is an intelligent 
almighty Power; nor is there any need to feek 


for any other fecret and unknown Being, or 
2 “© ghhtratted 
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abfiratted Subftance entirely diftin& from thefe, 
in order to fupport the feveral Modes or Pro- 
perties of Matter or Mind, for thefe two Ideas 
are fufficient for that P arpole; therefore I ra- 
ther think thefe are Subftances. 
“¢ Tt mutt be confefs’d, when we fay, Spirit is 
a thinking Subfiance, and Matter is an extended 
Jolid Subftance, we are fometimes ready to ima- 
gine that Extenfion and Solidity are but mere 
Modes and Properties of a certain unknown 
Subftance or Subject which fupports them, and 
which we Call Body; and that a Power of think- 
ing, is but a mere Mode and Property of fome 
unknown Subftance or Subjeé& which fupports 
it, and which we call Spirit: But I rather take 
this to be a Miftake, which we are led into by 
the grammatical Form and Ufe of Words; and 
perhaps our Jogical Way of thinking by Sub- 
ftances and Modes, as well as our gramma- 
tical Way of talking by Sw)/ai tives and 
Adjettives help to delude us into this ‘Guppet 
fition.” And afterwards he fays, “* If we 
fuppofe a Sort of real, fubftant al diftingt 
Being, different from falid Duautity ov Exten- 
fiow in Bodies, and d lifferent from a Power of 
thinking in Spirits, in my Opinion it is the In- 
troduction of a needless {cholaftical Notion in- 
to the real Nature of things, and then fancy- 
ng it to have a real Exittence.. If there 
may be fome fuch unknown Suh/fratum (as is 
commonly fuppofed] which may be capable of 
receiving the Properties both of Matter and of 
Mind, viz. Extenfion, Solidity and Cogitation ; 
then Spirits for ought we know may be cor po~ 
real Beings, or thinking Bodies, which is a Do- 
érine too favourable to the Mortality of the Soul.” 
This is the very Syitem, without the leaft Va- 





tiation, except in mere Expreffion, which, as [ 
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have already faid, I framed above fixteen Years 
ago, and offered to my aforementioned Corre- 
fpondent, who treated it with no more Scorn, 
but lefs Mifreprefentation, than Mr. Fack/on has 
the like Scheme, publickly propos’d to the 
World, by a Perfon far worthier than I am ofits 
Attention. But I will venture to aflure him, he 
will find it much eafier to contemn than confute 
it. He may puzzle himfelf and his Readers with 
hard W ords and infignificant Subrleties; but thofe 
are not the Materials of ufeful Knowledge, nor 
will they be able to withftand the fuperior Force 
of Reafon and common Senfe. 

I fhall not endeavour to diftrefs him upon this 
Argument; I own that in going fo far as I have 
done, | have tranfgrets’d the Limits of my Pro- 
vince; had he kept within his, I fhould ne’er 
have affaiicd him: When he is diipofed to enter 
into a more particular Difcuflion of it, I am apt 
to believe he will find himfelf engag’d by a more 
formidable Acverfary. 

Mr. Fack/on, forgetting his own Note, which 
I have now been animadverting on, or fuppofing 
that Dr. Berkley, Dr. Watts and others, who are 
of their Opinion, or of the latter’s only, are to 
be confidered as no body, begins his Diflertation 
with a pofitive Affertion, that “ It is onall hands 
*¢ granted without Controverfy, that we know 
“ nothing of the iuternal Nature, Effence or Sub- 
°° fance either of Matter or Spirit; but of 
“¢ their external different Properties only.”” Hence 
“¢ it follows, as hefays, ‘* that we cannot certain- 
“ iy know (unlefs there was an apparent effential 
“© Contradiétion between them) whether the dif- 
“* ferent Properties we obferve in them, and which 
«© is all we know of their Difference, and from 
*¢ which we are apt to conclude their internal 


“¢ E’ffences 
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“¢ Fifences and Subftances to be different in Kind 


“¢ or Species, are really efeutial (and fo incom- 
“¢ patible) or not.” 

He prefumes, “the Sudyjei of the Properties 
either of Matter or Spirit may exift feparate 
from thofe Properties, in confequence of which 
we cannot be certain but that the Subfance of 
Matter and Spirit may be the fame, and that 
the Properties which diftinguifh them are not 
“¢ effential to either, but fuch as it is the Will of 
“ God for different Ends to inveft them with.” 
Hence it clearly follows (he fays) * that we 
cannot know that Matter cannot thinks that 
is, whether the Sub/tratum or Subfiance of what 
we call Matter is not in any refpeét capable of 
Confcioufue/s and Jntelligence, and that what dif= 
ferenceth it from what we call Spirit is not e/- 
fential ox internal, but only nominal and external.* 
In Anfwer to thofe who think Extexfion, Fi- 
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gure and Mobil: if peculiar to Matter, he perem- 


ptorily concludes, ‘¢ that nothing can exift with- 
© out Retinfis that all fiwite Extenfion mutt 
“¢ have Figure; and for the fame Reaion muit be 
*¢ alfo capable of Motion.” 
This being laid down, be tells us there are {e- 
veral Arguments and Objections to be anfwered. 
“ Pirit, tis faid that Matter is effentially [epa- 
- rable,+ and Spirit effentially infeparable and in- 
H 4 * divifible: 
* Mr. Witty, avery learned bnt too voluminous and per- 
plex’d a Writer, tho’ he was a moft zealous Affertor of Swd- 


frratums, has, in Confutation of modern Deifm, pretended to 


demonftrate the Immateriality of thinking Subftances in ge- 
neral, even upon the Suppofition that we are entirely igno- 
rant of the intrinfice Natures of the Effences of thing. 

+ It is utterly impoffible that any Particle of Matter can be 
truly an indifcerpible Being. For it is neceffarily included in 
the Nature of folid Subftance, how {mail {oever it be con- 
ceived to be, to confift ftill of Parts not effentially connected. 
Clark's fir? Defence again? Collins, p. 97. 
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“ divifible: Secondly, that the Property of Jn- 
“ relligence or Confcioufne/s is an individual Proper- 
“ ty of the whole thinking Subitance, but that 
“¢ there is no individual Property of the whole Sub- 
“¢ ftance of Matter: and therefore, their internal 
66 Effences and Subfiances cannot be the fame.” 
Thele two Arguments or Objeétions, he /ays, de- 
pend on each other; for he fuppofes * the beft 
“© Reafon any one can give why the Soul is indi- 
“¢ oifible (its not being extended being a plain 
“* Abfurdity) is becaule Con/ciou/ne/s, a Property 
“S of it, is not divi/fible in Idea j into more or feve- 
© ral Con/cioufneffes.” 

To both of them he replics, that “ granting 
“ this /ndivifibility of Spirit (which however is 
“* only probable) it does by no means prove the 
& abftrack Subj/lratum of it to be different from 
“¢ that of Matter; but only that Spirit is a _fim- 
© ple, and Matter a compound Being ; and fo 
“¢ incapable of an individual Property belonging 
“° to its whole Subitance, as being compounded 
“¢ of fimple Parts, actually feparate from each 
“© other; the original /fimple Parts of which are 
“¢ at the fame time as éndivifible as the Subftance 
“° of Spirit; [fee Note the laft| and equally capable 
“ for ought we know of the udividual Property 
© of Confcioufne/s or Intelligence; which does not, 
“¢ as being an unextended Property, infer the Sub- 
“¢ ftance of it to be alfo unextended, any more 
© than the wnextended Properties of Matter, So- 
“6 Jidity, Inaktivity, Mobility, &c. infer Matter 
“° itfelf to be wnextended; but only that the Sub- 
“¢ ject of it be a Being whofe Parts are one Con- 
“¢ tinuum, {o that the whole be at once uniformly 
“ affected. The only Queftion therefore is, whe- 
** ther Matter is capable of that Mode of Ex- 


‘* iftence, or that particular Coxueétion, in which 
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“ the Property otf Jntelligence {eems to con- 
¢ fift. * 

That the original fimple Subfances of which 
compound Matter is torm’d, are or may be of an 
individual and infeparable Nature, may (according 
to our Author’s Opinion) be thus clearly proved, 
viz. “ It muftbe granted that God can create the 
** Jeaft Particle of Matter, which is capable of 
** exilting: But it is /e/f-evident, that the leaft of 
al! material Sub{tance cannot but be extended 5 
** and therefore there may be extended material 
** Subflance abfolutely incapable of Divifion: 
** For to fuppofe it to have a /eparable Exittence, 
“< when it is the /ea/? Subftance capable of exift- 
© ing, is a direct Contradiétion: Bccaufe a Sup- 
** pofition of its being /eparable, and exifting ina 

* fepavate State, is a Suppofition of its not be- 
** ing the Jeaff Subftance, when it is fuppos’d to 
“¢ be the /eaf?. Therefore the minute, original, 
<* fimple Parts of compound Matter, which are the 
“* Jeafe that are capable of exifting, mutt be /olid 
‘© and as indivifible as Spirit can be fuppos’d to 
‘S be; and the Properties of them of one uniform 
** Nature: and fo, notwithftanding the forego- 
‘¢ ing Objections, the internal Subftance of Mat- 
“* ter is (for ought we know) as capable of Con- 
“© (cioufne/s as that of Spirit is, and may be the 
“© fame /pecifick Subitance. 


<6 


What 


* Surely the Property of Intelligence or Thinking is fome- 
thing more than a bare Mode of Exiftence, or particular Coa- 
neCtion of Parts, and therefore cannot in Propriety of Speech 
be faid to confilt in either of them; Mr. Fack/on mutt have 
fome more confiftent Meaning than his Expreflion fuggefts 
here. 

+ All this pretended Argument is a mere Syphi/m, and de- 
pends upon a Suppofition of God’s Power extending to a 
Contradiétion; it is of the very Effence of folid Extenfion 
to 
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What follows after this for five Pages toge- 
ther, is fo unintelligible or trifling, that I can 
hardly prevail upon myfelf to believe Mr. Fack- 
fon was the Writer of it. After faying juft be- 
fore, that it muft be granted that God can create 
the Jeaft Particle of Matter which is capable of 
exifting ; he now infers from what he has faid in 
confequence of that Poftulatum, ‘that tho’ in Na- 
“* ture there can be no [uch thing as the leaft Parti- 
cle of Matter, there may neverthelefs be Mat- 
** ter produc’d by God, which is effentially indi- 
“* vifible, as being the Jeaff which Power can 
‘© produce! €@c. He fuppofes, that God may 
“* increafe or diminifo the Extenfion of the Ex- 
“© iftence of any thinking Being: and that, if there 
** is any fuch thing asa ee Species of in- 
“© relligent created Beings, their different Na- 
‘* tures may depend on fomething that we know 
“© nothing of, and not on their having each par- 
** ticular Kind a particular individual Extenfion 
“¢ effential to them.” With a deal more in the 
fame Strain, and to as excellent Purpofe. 


es 


At 


to be divifible, and God can no more create a Particle of Mat- 
ter the leaft poflible, than he can create four Particles which 
at the fame time fhall be buttwo. If there could be any fuch 
thing in Nature as a leaft Part of Matter or folid Extenfion, 
God. could create it; but as there cannot be any juch thing, 
his Power is no way concern’d about it. God can do what 
no finite Agent can, that is, annihilate it, or go on dividing 
it infinitely, and form it into a material World of the largeft 
Capacity ; but while he allows it to exift, he cannot deftroy 
its Effence, or make to be indivifible. Dr. Clar& fay s, “ It 
it abfolutely impoflible and contradictory, to fuppot fe any 
‘© Particle of Matter fo truly an Individual, but that by the 
«© Power of God it may be divided into two or more Particles, 
‘* which fhall each of them feparately be as perfe& and com- 
‘* pleat Matter, and continue to have all the fame Properties, 
‘* as the whole Particle had before it was divided.” 1/7 De- 
fence, p. 98. 
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At Page 12th, Mr. Fack/on enters into a Con- 
troverfy with an ingenious and learned Author, 
who ina late Book, entitled, 42 Enquiry into the 
Nature of the human Soul, Has undertaken to de- 
monftrate the /mmater jaility of thinking Subftance, 
and the [mpoffibility of Afarter being intelligent 
and active. This Book has defervedly acquired a 
very valuable Charaéter. It is before the Pub- 
lick, and the judicious Writer of it is yet living, 
and able to vindicate his Arguments, if Mr. Fack- 
fon has any way miftaken or - mifreprefented them. 
{ fhall not enter into a Detail of the Difpute, or 
concern myfeif with the Merits of the Queftion 
on either Side, as it lics between them; only in 
general obferve, that he that reads Collins againtt 
Clark upon this Subject, will be acquainted with 
much of what Mr. Fack/on has here faid of its 
as he that reads Clark againtt Collins will be able 
to an{wer it. 

I {hall likewife pafs over the Conclufions which 
he builds (as he himfelf tells us) on very good 
Reafon, and which are the Refult of his careful 
and impartial Confideration of the Nature of 

fatter and Spirit, becaufe I apprehend not the 
lea(t Benefit my Readers can reap by my reciting 
of thems; fome of the ‘Thoughts are very trite; 
and they can be made no wiler or better by any 
of them: But his Reafoning about the Immate- 
riality of the Divine Nature is fomewhat wor- 
thier of their Attention. 

*¢ ‘That the Szbfance of God cannot be of the 
“< fame Nature with Matter is evident, be fays, 
‘ Firft, becaufe Lutelligence is effential and nece/- 
ge rly exiftent in the Divine Subftance: But if 
Matter is at all capable of Jutelligence, yet it is 
not for certain e/ential or neceffary to it. 
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“© Secondly, The Subftance of God cannot be 
** the fame with Matter, becaufe it is effentially 
“© infinite or immenfe; and by confequence com- 
‘* prehends and exhautts all Subftance of its Kind ; 
‘* and therefore ({uppofing it to be material) it 
“* muft exclude the Exiftence of all other Mat- 
** ter: fo that either God is not material, or elfe 
“© no Matter exifts but which is his Subftance: 
** but the Finitene/s, Compo/ition, Mobility, and 
°© Divifibility of Matter, thew plainly that it isnot 
“© God’s Subftance, which is xeceffarily infinite, 
** uncompounded, indivifible, immutable and im- 
<< moveable.” 

There are feveral other Reflections relating to 
this fublime and infcrutable Subje@, which | fhall 
not detain my Readers with any mention of. They 
are nothing fingular, but mutt frequently occur 
to every one who ts converfant with this Topick. 
Mr. ‘Fack/on is rarely to blame for faying too little 
upon any that he treats of. He has not copied 
Dr. Clark in this Particular, any more than in the 
Sentiments of the Treatife before us: That ad- 
mirable Writer had a wonderful Perfpicuity with 
the greateft Frugality of Exprefion imaginable ; 
whereas fome elevated fen. 90 of our Author 
are fo loaded therewith, that they fink under the 
very Burthen of it. ° 

This whole Differtation will be regarded by 
many, as an Initance of Mr. Fack/on’s profound 

Skill in the Art of darkning Coun(el by Words with- 

ut Knowledge.* But it is undentable, that in fe- 
veral Parts of it he has given extraordinary Proofs 
of his great Talent, for faying very uncommon 
things upon the commoneit Doétrines, provided 
the Explication of them is attended with any 
Dificulty 5 and by a fingular Penetration and In- 

genuily 
* Job xxxviii. 2. 
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genuity unfolding the deepeft Myfteries, and ex- 
pofing them to the Comprehenfion even of the 
Vulgar. See in how clear and eafy a manner he 
demonftrates, to the meaneft Capacity, the Im- 
poffibility of God’s Incarnation; and incontefta- 
bly proves, that the Deity is as intimately prefent 
to him, as it was or could be to the Humanity of 
our bleffed Saviour. 

*¢ The true Reafon (fays he) why the /zpreme 
“ felf-exiftent God cannot be incarnate, or united 
** to any material Body, is the e/ential Infinity of 
“* his Nature, [ for which Caufe alfo he is ab/o- 
“¢ Jutely invifible| whereby he is neceffarily pre- 
“¢ /ent to all things equally; andthee/ential AGive- 
“¢ ne/s of it, whereby ’tis impoflible that bis Per- 
‘© fon fhould ever, by any Union with Matter, 
“ become aéted upon or paffive : and it is moft rea- 
*¢ fonable to think, that as all created Beings are 
** neceflarily pafive, or capable of being affed 
“* upon, fo the Exiftence of the intelligent Part 
“ of all fuch Beings united to Matter is deter- 
*¢ mined and circumfcribed by it: and therefore 


** probably, mo created Agent hath much Exten- 
Cc 99? 
G0n. 
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‘HIS Book is anonymous, and. fo is the Pa- 

tron of it. There runs thro’ it an Affeéta- 

tion of Secrecy; we are not by the Title-Page 

acquainted with the Peblifher any more than with 

the Writer of it; and even the Names of the 

Authors that are quoted in it are very frequently 

conceal’d, and the Reader is left to conjecture 

who they are by the Epithets or Characters wich 
are afcribed to them. 

The Gentleman, whom the World is oblig’d 
to for it, teems to have propos’d my Lord Shaft/- 
bury to himielf as a Model in the Compofition of 
it; the Stile and Manner of that Nobleman is 
imitated, or at leaft afpir’d to in every Page; and 
to give it a yet greater Air of Conformity with 
the admired Charaéierifticks, the feveral Se€tions 
of it are adorn’d with emblematical Sculptures, 
that bear fome myfterious Reference to the Sub- 
jects of them. It can hardly fail of a general 
Acceptance, as it is extremely well adapted to the 
Tafte of the prefent Age. 

The whole Work is defign’d as.an Anfwer to 
this Queftion, “‘ By what Fate or Difpofition of 
“<< things it has happened, that none have equallea 
** Homer iz Epic Poetry for two thoufand feven 
“* hundred Years, the Time fince he wrote; nor any, 
“¢ that we know, ever furpaffed him before.” 

The Antients (as our Author obferves) were 
of Opinion, that this Bard was infpired from 
Heaven, that he fung and wrote as the Prophet 
and Luterpreter of the Gods. Under fuch a Per- 
fuafion we fhould hardly wonder to find none 
equal. to him, or that his Poems of heavenly Ori- 
gin, were unparallel’d amongft human Compofi- 
tions: To find - ae of them equally ufe- 
ful and great, the Stile juft, and ver fublime, the 
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Order both fimple and exquifite, to find the Sen- 
timents natural without Lownefs, the Manners 
real, and withal fo extenfive, as to include even 
the Varieties of the chief Characters of Mankind. 
But we fhall hardly form fuch a chimerical Sen- 
timent concerning him; and may venture to af- 
fert without the leaft hazard of Impiety, ‘‘ That 
“© Homer’s Poems are of human Compofition; in- 
‘< fpired by no other Power than his own natural 


, *© Faculties, and the Chances of his Education: 
| * In a word, that a Concour/e of natural Caules 
| “© confpired to produce and cultivate that mighty 
_ ** Genius, and gave him the nobleft Field to ex- 


Bz: 


ercife it in, that ever fell to the Share of a 


1 <¢ Poet.” 


Here (as this polite Refpondent tells the Lord 


. he addreffes to) there feems to be Occafion for a 


» little Philofophy, to put us, if poffible, upon the 


Track of this fingular Phenomenon: which has 


| fhone for upwards of two thoufand Years in the 


| Poetick World; and fo dazzled Mens Eyes, that 


they have hitherto beenmore employed in gazing 
at it, than in enquiring What formed it, or how it 
came there¢ And very fortunately, Horace has de- 
termined a Point that might have given us fome 
Trouble. He has laid it down as a Principle, 


| ‘° That the greateft Genius cannot excel without 
| “* Culture; nor the fineft Education produce any 


** thing noble without natural Endowments.” Ta- 
king this for granted, we may affure ourfelves 
that Homer hath been happy in them both; and 
muft now follow the dark Hints afforded us by 


Antiquity, to find out how a blind ftroling Bard 
could come by them. 


Our Author in his Progrefs over this obfcure 
Path has difcovered the following Particulars, 
Which will furnifh us with a Solution of this new 

and 
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and hitherto unattempted Problem. “ Fir/, That 
“ the divine Poet is generally reputed to have 
“ been a Native of fa the le/s; a moft excel- 
© lent Climate, and blefs’d with all thofe Proper- 
¢ cies that tend ¢o in/pire that Mildne/s of Temper, 
“© and Flow of Fancy, which favour the moft ex- 
“¢ tenfive Views, and give the fineft Conceptions of 
‘© Nature avd Truth.” Accordingly we find, 
in the early Times of Liberty, the firft and great- 
eft Number of the moft celebrated Philofophers, 
Hiftovians, and Poets, were Natives of the 4fa- 
tick Coaft, and adjacent Iflands. Hence, after 
its Subje€tion to the Romans, arofe thofe Produ- 
ctions - Men of Learning and Virtue, which 
fill’d their Schools, and the Houfes of the Great » 
which were Companions for their Princes, and 
have left many ncble Monuments for Pofterity. 

Our 4uthor fears it will be thought too great 
a Refinement to obferve, that ** Homer mutt 
«¢ have been the firft or fecond Generation, after 
“ the Tranfplantation, or rather the final Settle- 
“¢ ment of this People, from the rocky Morea to 
“ thefe happy Lands: A Situation, in which 
€ 
«¢ Efforts, and to be moft profufe of her genial 
“¢ Treafure. The Curious in Hor/es are concern- 
*¢ ed to have a mixed Breed, a Remove or two 
<¢ from the foreign Parent ; and what Influence 
¢ it might have here, will belong to the Curious 
“© in Mankind to determine.” 

After a View of Homer’s Country, and the 
propitious Afpect of Nature under which he 
came into the World; the next Enquiry is, ** In 
“ what Condition he found things, and what 
“ Difpofitions they muft produce in an exalted 
“¢ Genius, and comprehenfive Mind.” This isa 
difficult Speculation, and our Author would al- 
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moft defpair cf getting thro’ it, if his Patron, 
and {uch Men as he, were not well acquainted 
with the Effects of Culture and Education. But 
aflifted (as I fuppofe by the mere Contemplati- 
on of their Knowledge in this Particular) he ven- 
tures upon the laborious Search ; and finding thofe 
things that have the greateft Effect upon a Per- 
fon are, “* The State of the Country where he is 
*¢ born and bred, with refpect to its Con/fitution 
“* civil and religious: The Manuers or ordinary 
*¢ Ways of living of the Inhabitants: And next, 
*¢ his own private Education, and the Courfe of 
*¢ Life he chufes and purfues, with his Fortunes in 
** it.” He goes on in the enfuing Chapters with 
a lively beautiful Defcription of the State and 
Manners of Greece when Homer was born and 
lived in it: Of the Genius and Spirit of its Lane 
guage at that Time; and likewife of thofe peculi- 
ar Circumftances of his Life, which together 
with the foregoing, of a more publick and gene- 
ral Nature, fo happily concurr’d to aid his vaft 
Capacity, to fubferve his amazing Invention, and 
raife him to that Apex of Poetick Fame and Dig- 
nity, which none ever reach’d before, or has ar- 
riv’d at fince. 

On thefe feveral Topicks our Author has infift- 
ed very copioufly, and in the Illuftration of them 
has expended a confiderable Stock of polite Learn- 
ing. I have no room at prefent for fuch an Ab- 
ftraét of what he has faid, as will ferve to give 
my Readers an adequate Notion of it; becaufe a 
Continuation of the Abridgment of Keith’s Hi- 


| flory of Scotland is importunately requefted of me, 
what f 
xalted F thin | 

therefore defer it till the next Republick, where, 


Id al- 


by fome who are impatient to have the Subftance 
of it reduc’d within a portable Compafs: I mutt 
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if nothing extraordinary intervene, my Readers 
fhall be fure to meet with it. 
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E are now, in the Courfe of our Abridg- 

ment of Bifhop Keith’s Hiftory, arriv’d 
at the tenth Chapter of the firft Book, ‘which 
contains 

An Account of publick Affairs, from the Sufpen- 
fion of the Queen Regent in the End of O€tober 
Isso, until the Treaty made at Berwick between 
the Queen of England and the Lords of the Con- 
gregation, in the End of February, Anno 1559-60. 

Immediately after the Congregation had figni- 
fied to the Queen Regent the Act of her Depri- 
vation, they proceeded to the befieging of Leith. 
At the fame time our 4uthor reprefents them, as 
labouring under great Difficulties in their Affairs. 
The Regent had gain’d a great Intereft among 
their Party; their mercenary Soldiers mutiny’d 
for want of punctual Pay; and the Duke, timo- 
rous of the Confequences, was under fearful Ap- 
prehenfions, and by his Example difcouraged ma- 
ny others. 

In this vexatious Situation, the Chiefs conve- 
ned an Affembly, to deliberate on proper Methods 
for remedying the Diforders they had fo much 
Caule to be apprehenfive of. The firft thing they 
confulted about was the Payment of their Army 5 
for the effecting of which it was refolved, that 
every Nobleman fhould give in his Plate to be 


coined: But when that came to be done, the 
W ork- 
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Workmen of the Mint ftole away, and carried 
the Tools and Inftruments along with them. Up- 
on this Difappointment they had recourfe to Eng- 
Jand, and obtained from the Governour of Ber- 
wick 4000 Crowns. ‘The Regent had fome how 
Notice of this, and perfuaded Earl Bothwell] to 
way-lay the Bearer of it in his Return, by which 
means fhe made herfelf Miftrefs of the Money. 
This Misfortune was attended by two others. 
The Provoft and many Townfmen of Dundee, to~ 
gether with fome Soldiers, marched towards Leith 
on the latt of Offober, with fome Artillery to 


| plant againft that Town. The French in Garrifon 
| there fallied out, took the Cannon, and purfued 
| the defeated Convoy to the Gates of Edinburgh , 
| in which Flight the Confternation and Hurry was 
_ fo great, that the Weak were trodden down by 
| the Strong, and the Foot trampled on by the few 
| Horfe that were with them; and fuch Terror and 
| Amazement did they fill the City with, by the 
— Hurry and Clamour of their Entrance, that the 
| Citizens apprehending the Enemy was ftill fol- 
lowing them, were with difficulty reftrained from 


| deferting the Place, and flying out by the Vef 


Port, oppofite to that the Fugitives came in by. 
Another unlucky Engagement happened but a 
Week after. The Garnfon of Leith, confifting 
of Frenchmen, marched out with a Defign of in- 
tercepting fome Provifions carrying to Edinburgh; 
which the Duke and’ Lord’ Fames Stewart being 
inform’d of, fallied outthence with a Body of Men, 


_ and charged them more fiercely than prudently ; 
| forthe French being more numerous thanthey, al- 
_moft furrounded them, fo that their Retreat was 
well nigh cut off, and-all of them in the utmoft 
| Hazard of being cur to pieces; however, they 
narrowly efcaped back into the Town, leaving 
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thirty of their Men kill’d, and fome few taken 

Prifoners. | | 
Thefe two Difafters fucceeding one another fo 
quickly, made the Congregation almoft defperate. 
The Governor of Edinburgh Caftle frowned on 
them, nor would promife to be any longer their 
Friend as he had formerly fhewed himfelf; nor 
could the Chiefs perfuade their Followers to re- 
main within the City ina military Pofture. W here- 
fore they all departed from thence, under fuch a 
Pannick, that they never halted till they arriv’d 
at Stirling. Here ina Convention it was conclu- 
ded to fend a Deputy to Queen Elizabeth, to lay 
their Condition before her and her Council, and 
to reprefent to them how fatal it would prove to 
England, if they fuffered them to be fuppreffed 
in Scotland, and the French Faétion to prevail 
there. It was agreed alfo, that their next Affem- 
bly fhould be held on the 16th of the enfuing 
December, in the fame Place, and that the Noble- 
men fhould depart to their refpe&tive Homes, and 

remain quiet there until the Day appointed. 
When the Duke came to Gla/cow, where he 
was to abide, he caufed all the Images and Altars 
in the Churches there to be pulled down, and 
feized on the Archbifhop’s Palace. The News 
of this reaching the Regent at Edinburgh, whi- 
ther fhe had gone the Day after the Covenanters 
march’d out of it, fhe fent fome French Soldiers 
to recover it, and prevent future Outrage. Thefe 
Forces were affifted by the Lords Seton, Sempil 
and Ro/s, and the Duke’s People having left the 
Town upon Notice of their Approach, the Bi- 
fhop’s Caftle was regain’d; and the French there- 
upon returned back to Edinburgh. They were no 
fooner gone, but the Duke and his Dependents 
repaired again to G/a/cow, ard on the 29th of No- 
| vember 
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vember emitted a Proclamation in the Name of 
the King and Queen, commanding all the Cler- 
gy to come on a certain Day before the Lords of 
the Congregation at St. Andrew’s, there to renounce 
Superftition and Idolatry, to profefs their Con- 
verfion, and make Confeffion of the Proteftant 
Faith; or otherwife to be reputed Enemies to 
God and true Religion, and to have their Bene- 
fices fequeftered. Shortly after, the Council of 
the Congregation {ent forth another, (in like man- 
ner under the Name of the King and Queen) 
forbidding the holding of Confiftory Courts, or 
being any way affifling thereunto on Pain of 
Death. 

Notwithftanding all this Prefumption, our 4x- 
thor reprefents their Condition at this time to be 
fo low, that the Queen Regent (who triumph’d 
at Edinburgh, where fhe reftored the Popifh W or- 
fhip, and had the High Church anew confecra- 
ted) would probably have entirely fubdued them 
without farther Affiftance from France, ( which 
yet the fued for) if Queen Elizabeth, clearly per- 
ceiving it was her Advantage fo to do, had not 
now exerted herfelf in fupporting them. She 
hearken’d therefore very favourably to the Mef- 
fenger they fent to her, and affured them by him, 
that they might expeé& Affiftance from her, up- 
on fuch Conditions as fhould be agreed to, at a 
Meeting of Commiffioners duly inftructed with 
proper Powers for that Purpofe. 

Quickly after, fhe difpatched the Duke of 
Norfolk to Berwick, with full Inftructions to en- 
ter into a Treaty with fuch Commiffioners, as 
fhould be fent from the Covenanters of Scotland. 
The Regent underftanding this, and fenfible what 
would be the Iffue of their being abetted by Exg- 
land, determined to make a moft vigorous Pufh 
I 3 to 
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to fubdue the Remainder of that Faétion before 
it fhould be reviv’d and ftrengthen’d by fo formi- 
dable an Alliance. But before fhe could accom- 
plifh this Intention, an Englifb Fleet arrived in 
the Frith of Edinburgh; with Affurances of a 
Land Army of 10000 Men being fent after them 
for their better Affiftance, as foon as their Com- 
miffioners had figned the Treaty they were enga- 
ged to enter into, with the Duke of Norfolk at 
Berwick. Accordingly the Heads of the Con- 
gregation immediately appointed the Lord Fames, 
the Lord Ruthven, the Mafters of Maxwel and 
Lindfay, the Laird of Pitarrow, Mr. Henry Bel- 
naves and Maitland, (their Envoy to England, and 
not yet returned from thence) to repair thither, 
with Authority from the Scotch Duke or Earl of 
Arran, and the reft of the Lords of the Congre- 
gation, to contraG and agree with the Queen of 
England, and her Lieutenant the Duke of Nor- 
folk, upon all fuch Matters as might ferve for the 
Welfare and Conjunction of the two Kingdoms; 
and particularly for expelling the French out of 
Scotland. ‘The Recital at large of the Treaty 
they made there, (wrote in the Scotch Dialeé& ) 
concludes the tenth Chapter, and brings us to the 
eleventh, 

Containing an Account of publick Affairs, from 
the finifbing the Treaty at Berwick, betwixt the 
Queen of England, and the Lords of the Scottith 
Congregation, is the End of February 1¢s9-60, 
until the Death of the Queen Regent on the roth of 
June, Anno 160. 

Soon after the Scotch Commiffioners had figned 
the Treaty at Berwick, and the Hoftages ftipula- 
ted therein were delivered at Newcaftle; the Eng- 
lifo Army, confitting of 2000 Horfe and 6000 
Foot, began their March, and entred Scotland the 
Beginning 
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Beginning of April 1560; and were joined by 
that of the Congregation a Day or two after at 
Prefton. At the fame time the Queen Regent 
was received, at her Defire, into the Caftle of 
Edinburgh by the Lord Erskine Governor there- 
of. He was a Man noted for his fingular Ho- 
nefty and Wifdom, cautious of declaring openly 
on either Side, tho’ at times he had been earneft- 
ly follicited by both. He thought it his Duty 
not to deny her Majefty Entrance at this Crifis, 
when he had Reafon to apprehend fhe might 
meet with very rude and unmannerly Treatment, 
if her Perfon were not thus fheltered: But at the 
fame time he took care, that fhe fhould {till be in 
his Power, and the Caftle ftill under his Com- 
mand. The principal of thofe who went in with 
her were, the Archbifhop of St. Andrew’s, the 
Bifhop of Dunkeld, the Earl Mari/chal, Fames 
Macgill, and a few others. 

The leading Men of the Congregation, having 
held feveral Confultations with the Commanders 
of the Englifob Army; met together at Dalkeith, 
April 4. and judging by the Queen Regent’s be- 
taking herfelf to a Place of Strength, that fhe 
was con{cious of her Inability to withftand their 
Power, now it was fo greatly ftrengthned by their 
foreign Auxiliaries, and fo would readily comply 
with their Propofals and Demands; they deter- 
mined once more to addrefs her Majefty by Let- 
ter, to remove the French Forces out of the King- 
dom; telling her therein, *¢ they had been necef- 
*¢ firated to apply to the Queen of England for 
*¢ Aid to expel them by Force of Arms, unlefs 
‘© the [the Regent] will agree to difmifs them 
“ without Effufion of Blood; in which Cafe, 
“ the Queen of England will afford them a fafe 
° Paflage, and even lend her Fleet co tranfport 
I 4 ** them, 














































































124 The Prefent State of Art. 12. 


“¢ them. But if fhe grants not this Requeft, they 
*¢ call God and Man to witnefs, that they were 
*¢ driven to take up Arms through Neceflfity, for 
“¢ the Prefervation of the Commonwealth, them- 
“6 felves, their Eftates and Pofterity, from utter 
*¢ Ruin. But that in no Danger whatfoever they 
“° would depart from their Allegiance to their 
“¢ King and Queen, or refift them in any thing 
*¢ that fhall not tend to the Subverfion of their 
*¢ ancient Liberties, or the Deftruction of them- 
“ felves and their Pofterity.” The Englifh Ge- 
nerals likewife fent a Meflage to the Regent, im- 
porting, that if the Frezch would peaceably de- 
part out of Scotland, they alfo fhould return into 
their own Country without molefting any Per- 
fon: Her Reply was, that fhe would think on 
what was propofed, and give an An{wer to it the 
next Day. But the Confederate Army enduring 
no Delay, advanced the next Day towards Leith. 
The French in the mean time, under Count Mar- 
tigue, marched. out of that Town to the Number 
of about 1300 Men; and a fharp Engagement 
quickly enfued between both Parties, which laft- 
ed from ten in the Morning till four in the After- 
noon. 

The Confederates had the Viétory, and the 
French loft about 300 of their Men; the reft re- 
treated into the City, and left their Enemies Ma- 
{ters of the Field. Upon this Succefs the Englifb 
grew fecure and negligent, and fuppofing the 
French would not venture to make any Sallies up- 
on their Camp, they minded nothing but their 
Sports and Diverfions, the Officers loitering at 
Edinburgh upon their Pleafures, and the common 
Soldiers, initead of military Difcipline, exerci- 
fing themfelves with Cards and Dice and other 
Pattimes. ‘The French getting Jntelligence of 
this, 
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this, iffued out of Leith on Eafter Monday the 
1th of pril about Noon; and with great Vio- 
Jence entring the Trenches, flew, fome fay, a- 
bout 600 Men, and nailed three Cannon, before 
any confiderable Body could be formed to oppofe 
them. 

This Misfortune taught the Engii/h more Vigi- 
lance and Caution; and experiencing fome In- 
conveniences in the Situation and Difpofition of 
their Camp, they made feveral Alterations in re- 
{pect to both, for the better. 

While they were carrying on the Siege of this 
Place, the Regent finding herfelf in a fickly 
Condition, confented to fome Conferences for an 
Accommodation. ‘Fobn Mouluc Bifhop of Va- 
lence undertook to mediate Affairs, but all his En- 
deavours proved unfuccefsful; for the Scottifh 
Lords were inflexible in their Demand that the 
French Soldiers fhould be difmifs’d, and the Re- 
gent as peremptorily refufed to confent to it. 
When the Congregation found that no Agree- 
ment was like to take place, they entred into a 
new Bond of Affociation fubfcribed by all the 
Nobility, Barons, and other Gentlemen profef- 
fing the new Form of Religion. 

W hen the Regent faw this Bond fhe is report- 
ed by Knox to have faid, * The Malediétion of 
“* God I give unto them that counfelled me to 
*° perfecute the Preachers, and to refufe the Pe- 
** titions of the beft Part of the true Subjects of 
“ this Realm. It was faid to me, that the Eng- 
** lifo Army could not lie in Scotland ten Days, 
‘* but now they have lien near a Month, and are 
‘© more like to remain than they were at the firft 
“* Day that they came.” It appears by this (/ays 
our Author) that it was bad Advice, rather than 
the Queen’s own Inclination, that made her fuf- 
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fer things to come to fuch Extremities: and yet 
the fame Writer that records it, throws the moft 
virulent Reflections upon her Majefty, as if fhe 
had been the wickedeft of all Gaalistees But 
by what he fays of her, in all the Parts of his 
Hiftory, he fhews what kind of a Perfon he him- 
felf has been, rather than what fhe was. A foul 
Tongue is the Sign either of a naughty Heart, 
or of a great want of mannerly Education. * 

On the laft of April, in the Evening, a cafual 
Fire broke out in Leith, which burnt till next 
Morning, and confumed many Houfes, and great 
Part of the publick Provifions. The Englifh 
without the Town favoured the Conflagration, 
by pointing their Cannon to thofe Parts of it 
where they faw the Flames rifing, by which the 
People were prevented from coming near to quench 
them. They took an Opportunity alfo of the 
Confufion which this Accident put the Inhabi- 
tants and Garrifon into, to meafure the Height of 

the 

2 I am no way inclin’d to truft Mr. Knox’s Character of 
the Queen Regent, becaufe he was her inveterate Enemy. 
For the fame Reafon I pay as little Regard to the Reproaches 
Bifhop Keith beftows fo liberally on Mr. Knox himfelf’ Iam 
not furprized that partial Men write Hiftories, becaufe per- 
haps there are no others to write ; but Hiftorians that expect, 
or would preferve a Reputation, fhould reftrain their Preju- 
dice, and not fuffer the evident Symptoms of it to fpread 
themfelves thro’ all their Accounts and Reprefentations. Af- 
ter all, our Author’s Reflection on Knox, upon the fcore of 
what was faid by the Regent, is altogether impertinent, fince 
however injurious his Afperfions of that Princefs are, there 
is nothing in that Speech to clear her from any of them. She 

might be as bad a Woman [or Regent rather] as he makes her, 
and yet be mifinformed ; nor does her curfing her Counfellors 
imply any more than that. fhe was extremely provok’d at the 
Difappointment of her Expectations of the fudden Departure 
or Defeat of the Exglifb. This is plain from her never alter- 
ing her Meafures, which if fhe had believed them to be 
wrong, fo excellent a Perfon would certainly have done. 
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the Walls in fome Places, to build Ladders ac- 
cordingly for a Scalade which they intended. 

On the 4th and sth of May, in order to ftraiten 
the Place yet more, they fet Fire to the Mills that 
fupplied ic with Water; and on the 7th of the 
fame Month, their Ladders being ready, they re- 
folved to make a general Affault; but to their 
great Mortification, when they applied them to 
the Walls a little before Day-break, they found 
them too fhort by an Ell and a half, fo that their 
Project proved abortive; and in the ineffeQual 
Affault which they made, they loft 160 Men, be- 
fides having many wounded. 

The Regent was in hopes this Defeat would 
have difpofed the Engli/b to raife the Siege, and 
depart home. But fhe was miftaken; it only 
made both them and the Scots more refolute, and 
eager to retrieve the Misfortune. A few Days 
after, a Reinforcement of 2000 Men arrived from 
England, which gave fuch Strength to the Be- 
fiegers, that tho’ the French made frequent Sallies 
afterwards, yet fcarce any of them proved fuccef- 
ful from that Day forward. 

The Queen Regent having, as is before hint- 
ed, been feized with a lingring Diftemper, the 
Difeafe increafed fo faft upon her, (heighten’d, 
no doubt, by the Grief of her Mind) that fhe 
died at the Caftle of Edinburgh, on the roth of 
June, t$60. Some time before her Death, it is 
faid, fhe caufed the Names and Characters of the 
moft diftinguifhed Perfons in the Kingdom, either 
for Birth or otherwife, to be wrote down in a 
Book; which fhe defired to be fent her Daugh- 
ter into France, that thereby fhe, or any future 


Regent appointed by her, might be more able to 


form a Judgment, who were moft fit to be en- 
trufted and employed in the Adminiftration. A 
little 
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little after this, her Majefty defired to fpeak with 
M. d’Oyfel; but he being denied by the Befiegers 
a fafe Conduct from Leith, her next Requeft was, 
that fhe might talk with fome of the Confederate 
Nobility. This was granted her, yet fo as that 
they might not be all prefent with her at a time. 
There reforted to her the Duke of Chaftelherault, 
the Earls of Argyle, Mari/chal and Glencairn, and 
the Lord ‘ames. To them fhe exprefs’d her 
Grief for the Troubles in the Kingdom, com- 
mending earneftly unto them the Study of Peace, 
and advifing them to fend both the Engii/h and the 
French out of the Country, fhe recommended to 
them the faithful Obfervance of the ancient League 
with France, {how this was confiftent with fending 
the French out of the Country is not very plain] 
which had of late been confirm’d in fo fpécial a 
manner by the Marriage of her Daughter with 
the King thereof; as alfo a dutiful and obedient 
Regard to their native and lawful Sovereign. She 
expre(s’d, in very pathetick Terms, her Affection 
to the Scottifo Nation, and exhorted the Nobles 
to take care of their own and the Peoples Liber- 
ties. And Mr. Knox adds, [ but our Author will 
hardly believe him, though it be in her Favour that 
fhe repented her of bringing Matters to fuch Ex- 
tremities; and compelling them to have refort to 
any but their own Queen; the entire Blame of 
which fhe laid to the wicked Counfel of her own 
Friends on the one Side, and the Earl of Auntly 
on the other: For had it not been for him, fhe 
would have agreed with them in every thing at 
the Conference held in Preffon. After many en- 
dearing Expreffions fhe burft forth into Tears, ask- 
ing Pardon of all fhe had offended, and forgiving 
all who had injured her. She embraced and {mi- 
lingly kiffed the Nobles one by one, and — 
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her Hand to kifs to thofe of inferior Rank who 


ftood by, and, in fhort, made a moft Chriftian 
End. 


After this affeéting Story of her Death, Bifhop 


Keith has colle&ted her Character from Archbifhop 


Spoti/wood, Bifhop Lefly and Mr. Buchannan. 
“© She was, he tells us, a Lady endowed with a 


fingular Wit and a penetrating Judgment; fhe 
had a Mind full of Humanity and Compaffion, 
and was a great Lover of Juftice. From the 
Time fhe farft came into Scotland, fhe feemed 
to make it her Bufinefs to ftudy the Inclinati- 
ons of the People, and to accommodate herfelf 
to their Manners, as far as they were laudable. 
In her Court fhe maintained a decent Gravity, 
nor would fhe tolerate any licentious Practices 
therein. Her Maids of Honour were always 
bufied in commendable Exercifes; fhe herfelf 
being an Example to them in Virtue, Piety, 
and Modefty. Nor was fhe lefs confpicuous 
in her Charity and Good-will to Mankind, 
carefully relieving fuch as were in Neceflity, and 
whofe Birth rendred them afhamed to beg. She 
fhewed a great Concern for thofe who were 
fick, vifiting them often in Perfon, and affift- 
ing them by her Skill and feafonable Advice. 
A great Dexterity fhe had in Government, 
which appeared eminently by her reducing the 
Difturbances that happened in the North, the 
Highlands, and the remoteft Ifles, at the Be- 
ginning of her Regency, to a profound Quiet. 
It was believed, that had fhe been left free to 
act according to the Dictates of her own Mind, 
fhe never had had thofe unhappy Differences 
with the Subjeéts, which brought fuch Ha- 


vock upon the Country, and at laft ended 


© in her own forrowful Death; for fhe had really 
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once fo far gained upon the People by her 
Complaifance towards all Ranks of them, as 
to be able to influence them at her Pleafure: 
And the natural Propenfity fhe had to Juftice 
was fo univertally known, that had not the 
great ones been too great to be governed, fhe 
would have undoubtedly made all of them fub- 
mit their Defires to her Determination. But 
her Misfortune was double; fhe bare the Name 
and Office of Regent not without much En- 
vy, and fhe was at the fame time obliged to aét 
in her Adminiftration, not according to her 
own native Goodnefs and Propenfity, or even 
her own Prudence and Forefight; but merely 
as the Councils of France directed. Often was 
this Queen heard to fay, that if fhe might act 
as fhe pleafed, fhe would foon compofe all the 
Diffentions within the Realm, and fettle it 
(upon equal Conditions for all Sides) in perfect 
Tranquillity and Peace. In fine, ber Death 
was not only lamented by all her own Party, 
but even bewailed by many who were in Arms 
again{t her.” 

“¢ This Princefs was Daughter of Claude, the 
firft Duke of Guife. She was firft married to 
Lewis Duke of Longueville, and after his Death 
to James V. King of Scots. Her Body after 
her Deceafe was put into a Coffin of Lead, 
and carried over to France the Oéfober follow- 
ing, where it was buried in the Benediétine 
Monattry of St. Peter at Rheims. where ‘her 
own Sifter was then Abbefs.”’ 


We are now come to the XIIth and laft Chap- 





ter of the firft Book of this Hiftory, 


Containing an Account of publick Affairs, from 


the Death of the Queen Regent, 10th of June 1560, 
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to the Eftablifoment of the Reformed Doétrines by 
the Eftates of the Kingdom in the Month of Augutt 
following. 


Six Days after the Regent’s Death, Plenipo- 


) tentiaries arrived in Scotland both from France and 
) England, in order to compofe the Difturbances 
» and Differences of the Kingdom. The French 
| King found himfelf unable‘to carry on a War 
here againft the Power of England; and was well 
| fatisfied to get rid of it upon any Terms that 
/ were confiftent with his and his Wife’s Honour 
, and Dignity. He thought that would be wound- 
| ed by treating directly with their own rebellious 


Subjects, and therefore thought it beft to enter 
exprefly into @ Reconciliation of Differences arifen 
only with the Queen of England, by affembling of 
Men on the Borders. Accordingly on the 2d of 


| May, 1560. a Commiffion was granted by Fran- 


cis and Mary King and Queen of France and Scot- 
land to Fobn Monluc Bifhop of Valence, and four 


more, to meet on the Borders of Scotland, in 


concert with the Commiffioners of the Queen of 


| England, who were Sir William Cecil the Secre- 


tary, Dr. Wotton Dean of Canterbury and York, 
Henry Piercy and Peter Craw, whofe Commiflion 
bears Date the 25th of the fame Month; there 


to negotiate a Peace and amicable Agreement be- 


tween the contending Sovereigns, in which the 
rebellious Subjeéts of Scotland were to be com- 
prehended. 

They all convened at Berwick, and after fign- 
ing feveral Preliminaries, fome of which related 
to the Demolition of Leith; the Embarkation of 


| the French Soldiers; and the Hoftages to be gi- 


ven to England, they adjourn’d to Edinburgh, 
which they appointed to be the Place of Treaty. 


The 
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The firft Inftrument of Agreement between 
them, exhibited by our Author, and which is the 
chief and moft important one, giving Force to 
all the reft, confifts of eleven Articles. The firft 
and fecond are a Confirmation of the Treaty of 
Cambray. ‘The third provides for the Departure 
of both the Exglifa and French Forces out of Scot- 
land, {uch a certain Number of French Soldiers 
excepted, as fhould be allowed of by the Com- 
miffioners of France and the Lords of Scotland, to 
remain in the Caftle of Dunbar and Fort of Juch- 
keith. The fixth contains an Acknowledgment 
of Queen Elizabeth’s Right to the Crown of 
England, and the King and Queen of france and 
Scotland’s Renunciation of all Title to it, in a ve- 
ry full and particular manner.’ The eighth is an 
Amnetly granted to the Nobility and People of 
Scotland, in Arms for the Caufe of Religion, by 
the King and Queen of Scots, at the Interceffion 
and Requeft of Queen Elizabeth, their mott dear 
Sifter and Confederate. 

In confequence of this Article, (which was ex- 
prefs’d only in general Terms in the Treaty be- 
tween the two Crowns, and was intended, as is 
before hinted, to make the fubfequent Tranfadti- 
ons with the Scots Nobility look like an Affair 
with Queen Elizabeth rather than with them) 
the Lords of the Congregation drew up their 
Grievances, Complaints and Demands, which 
were received; and an [nftrument of Accord be- 
tween the King and Queen and them, drawn up 
and figned by the French and Scotch Deputies, 
confifting of feventeen Articles, by which every 
thing they could expect and require in their own 
Behalf was granted and corfirm’d to them. 

Our Author, after reciting all thefe at large in 
their proper and original Form, feems difpleafed 
that 
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that the Subjeéts of Scotland had therein pro- 
cured every thing relating to their own Se- 
curity to be ingrofled in the ftrongeft Terms ; 
while at the fame time equal Care was not taken 
to bind them to their Obligations. A Clofe was 
put to the Treaty on the fixth of Fuly, and two 
Days after the Articles of it were publickly pro- 
claimed at Edinburgh: And on the 16th of the 
fame Month, the French Army put to Sea in Eng- 
iif Bottoms; and the Exglifb Army departed to- 
wards Berwick, having taken care as they went 
along, that the Fort lately begun to be built be- 
fore the Caftle of Dunbar fhould be demolifhed. 
Moft Part of the Scottifo Nobility who were in 
their Intereft, accompanied them for fome Miles ; 
but the Prior of St. Andrew's carried the Coms 
pliment farther, and waited upon them to Bere 
wick, in Acknowledgment of the good Services 
they had done his Country. On the third Day 
after their Departure, at the Exhortation of the 
Preachers, a folemn Thankfgiving to God was 
celebrated in the High Church at Edinburgh, for 
the Mercies which he had lately beftowed on 
them; and foon after, by the fame Advice, the 
Preachers were diftributed among the principal 
Borghs of the Kingdom. 

The Meeting of the Scottifo Parliament ha- 
ving, by the fourth Article of the above-men- 
tioned Accord, been fixed to the roth of Fuly; 
due Advertifement was made by the Council to 
all fuch as by Law and ancient Cuftom had, or 
might claim to have Title therein; and the Af- 
fembly was actually very numerous. Our 4uthor 
has inferted a compleat Lift of the Lords and Bur- 
gefles convened in it, which he efteems a great 
Rarity, the fame having never afore been made 
publick. But he is forely angry to find fo very 
FEBRUARY 1737. KK large 
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large a Catalogue of them. Scotch Parliaments 
did not ufually confift of fo many fitting Mem- 
bers; nay, he does not think fo many hada Right 
to be there; and their Meeting in fuch Plenty at 
that time, is, in his Judgment, a clear Indicati- 
on, that the Faétion then made it their Bufinefs 
to gather their Friends and Adherents from all 
Parts of the Land, in order to terrify their Sove- 
reigns with the Sight of fuch a {plendid Appear- 
ance, and thereby to force out of their Hands a 
Ratification of all the Aéts voted by them in fo 
potent a Convention; which together with their 
Dependants, could trample upon the Rights of 
the Queen at their own Will and Pleafure. 

Our Author is likewife extremely provoked at 
the Sitting of this Parliament, which for want of 
a {pecial Commiffion from the King and Queen 
empowering them thereto, he is of Opinion was 
utterly illegal, notwithftanding the fourth Arti- 
cle of the aforefaid Accord, figned by their own 
Deputies, agreeing, confenting, and appointing 
it fotodo. Bifhop Keith founds his Objeétions 
againft the Legality of it upon the Terms of that 
Article itfelf; but this Abridgment has nothing 
to do with them: I fhall only very briefly touch 
upon the Proceedings of it, which alfo are no 
lefs obnoxious to his Abhorrence and Cenfure. 

The firft thing which of courfe came to be 
treated, was the Election of the Lords of Arti- 
cles; (a Sort of Committee, to whom ail Arti- 
cles or Bills are to be prefented, and by them ap- 
proved of, before they can be brought into full 
Parliament) and as it is the Privilege of the No- 
bility to eleét a certain Number of the Clergy to 
ferve in that Quality, they made choice of fuch 
only, as they knew to be well affected to the new 


Form of Religion. This was much nary: 
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of by the other Prelates, who alledged likewife 
that fome of thofe that were chofen were mere 
Laymen. 

When this Matter was over, a Supplication 
came before them from the Profeffors of the new 
Form, demanding, that the Doétrines of Tran- 
fubftantiation, Juftification by Works, and other 
Popith Tenets, be abolifhed by Authority of Par- 
liament. Secondly, ‘That the Profanation of the 
holy Sacraments be prevented, and the Difcipline 
of the ancient Church reftored. Thirdly, That 
the Pope’s Supremacy be rejeéted, and the Patri- 
mony of the Church employed to the Suftenta- 
tion of the Miniftry, the Provifion of Schools, 
and Support of the Poor. The laft Claufe of this 
Petition was not very pleafing to divers of the 
Nobility, who, tho’ they were well enough fa- 
tisfied to caft off the Pope’s Authority, and Po- 
pith Dogtrines, had no Will to quit the ecclefi- 
aftical - Revenues, whereof in that troublefome 
Time they had pofiefled themfelves. So this 
Point was dropp’d, and the Minifters were only 
defired to digeft, under proper Heads, the Sum 
of the Dodrine which they wifhed to have efta- 
blifhed by Law. This was immediately done, 
and in four Days, a Confeffion of Faith was com- 
pofed, and then prefented to the States. It was 
unanimoufly affented to; no one objecting there- 
to, except the Earl of hole and the Lords So- 
mervel and Borthwick; and on the 17th of 4u- 
guft it was enacted. Our 4uthor is perfuaded, 
that if extraordinary Meafures and Menaces had 
not been employed to intimidate all from oppo- 
fing it, it would have met with much more con- 
fiderable Obftacles; and he feems greatly troubled 
that it did not. 
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On the 23d of Auguft, an Act was paffed abo- 
lifhing the Ma/s, and declaring the former Cler- 
gy to be nothing elfe but ufurped Minifters ; and 
the new Preachers to be the only Perfons that 
have Power’to adminifter the Sacraments. The 
Sayers and Hearers of Mafs are for the firft Fault 
to forfeit their whole Eftate, and a corporal dif- 
¢cretionary Punifhment befides: for the fecond Of- 
fence Banifhment, and for the third, Lofs of 
Life. Bifhop Keith figuifies bis Deteftation of the 
Spirit of this Law, in which I heartily join with 
him, only wifbing he were altogether free from the 
fame bimfelf. 

On the 24th, two other Aéts were voted ; one, 
againft the Pope’s Authority, the other, refcind- 
ing all former Acts not agreeing with the lately 
ratified Confefion of Faith. 

Thefe, /ays our Author, are the only three Acts 
which the Scotch Hiftorians have taken notice of 
in this Parliament. And which, as they related 
to the Religion, it is certain they, had no Right 
by the foregoing Accord to make, even tho’ it 
were granted they were thereby authorifed to fit. 

But tho’ the former Hiftorians have mentioned no 
move, yet ours bas here fet down the Heads of feve- 
val others paffed in this pretended Parliament (as 
he calls it) which were communicated to him by his 
worthy and learned Friend Mr. Thomas Innes, 
from the Repofitory of the Scottith College in Pa- 
ris. How long this Parliament fate after the 24th 
of Auguft, when they voted down the Papal Do- 
minion, is unknown, there being no Indication 
thereof to be found. It had already kept toge- 
ther beyond the ufual Term, which was but a 
Week or fo. Before they feparated, they direét- 
ed a Meffage into France to the King and Queen 
with an Account of their Proceedings. 

End of the firft Book. AR- 
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Reason an infufficient Guide to conduc 
: Mankind in Religion. Set forth in the fol- 
? lowing Particulars, viz. 

I. Why Reafon is not, and Revelation is, a 
; Sufficient Guide to condutt Mankind in Re- 
y ligion. 
4 Il. The Terms of Religion, Revelation, and 
if the Light of Nature explained, 
d Il. That there is no fuch Religion as the 
a Religion of Nature; no fuch Light as 
t. the Light of Nature iw Religion, to be 
? allowed by Chriftians, 
1s IV. An Enquiry into the Nature of Reason, 
is and that it is no fuch natural Perfection, 
» abfolutely fuch, as it paffes for. 
rh V. Scme Inftances of the Religion and Mo- 
A rality of the chief Philofophers, and of 
) ay Ba 
id the principal Cities of the Gentile World, 
a that were the moft refined and philofophi- 
nf cal, with regard both to their Doktrines 

and their Prattice, at the Promulzation 
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of the Gofpel. By Conyers Place. Lon- 


don: Printed for J. Roberts, at the Ox- 
ford-Arms iz Warwick-Lane. 8vo 


‘Page. 204. 






HIS Gentleman appears in the World un- 
der the noble Character of an Advocate 
for Chriftianity; but I fear his Performance will 
be of no great Service to it, for two Reafons: 
The one is, becaufe thro’ the whole of it, he 
feems to contemn or be angry with thofe for whofe 
Conviction and Benefit he pretends to write it. 
Where-ever this Temper of Mind is difcovered, 
it is an effectual Bar to Perfuafion.. No Man will 
be inftruéted or prevailed on by him whom he be- 
lieves to hate or defpife him. The other is the 
Obfcurity and Perplexity of Stile which it is 
wrote in; it is in fome Parts of it quite unintel- 
ligible, and every-where verbofe and crabbed. 
However great and excellent Mr. Place’s Senti- 
ments are in themfelves, they will be of little or 
no Benefit to the World, in the manner he has 
promulgated them. The Vulgar can hardly un- 
derftand them, and thofe who are able to mafter 
his Diétion, will fcarce beat the pains of doing fo; 
tho’ for my part I think they ought, confidering 
the new and notable Difcoveries they may reap 
for their Trouble; fuch as, that there are no {uch 
things as the Light or Religion of Nature, that 
there is no fuch thing as Number in things with- 
out us; that Logick is only an Art of playing faft 

and loofey and the fjllogiftical Mode of reafoning, a 

mere Fugler’s Trick, to impofe upon ourfelves, 
with many others of the fame kind equally curi- 
ous and important. They may likewife by pati- 
ently 
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ently and attentively perufing this Treatife, learn 
to form jufter and truer Notions of fome Perfons 
and Things than they may have done before; and 
be convinced that fome who have been reputed 
the beft Reafoners of the Age, have been only 
erroneous Triflers; though, to {peak the truth, f 
don’t find that our Author’s Thoughts are, in all 
refpects, fo different from theirs, as he would 
have others believe, or feems himfelf to fuppote. 
His Light of Nature-Men, as be elegantly calls 
them, agree with him to efteem nothing as pro- 
perly religious, which is not done in Obedience 
to the divine Pleafure, fome how or other made 
known; that always enters into and mingles with 
their Ideas of Religion, as fuch. It is indeed al- 
moft impoffible to abftraét from the Notion even 
of mere Morality, a// Refpect to governing Will 
and Authority. Perhaps they vary from him, 
more in Expreffion than any thing elfe. His, for 
the Peculiarities of it, is worth being acquainted 
with; as we may perceive by the following Spe- 
cimens; which will furnifh us with fome Idea of 
the Subjeét of this Book, as well as the orthodox 
Writer’s Manner of handling it 
¢ Whatever I do, /ays be, not as , dire€ted by God, 
“* or to God, as an Aét of Duty to him, however 
*¢ well done it may be from fome other refpeéts 
** to myfelf, or others; Z may cry it up as a fine 
“ thing that I am Owner of, and call it natural 
“* Keligion as long as I pleafe; but it hasno more 
“¢ proper Religion in it, than wearing a Diamond 
“ Ring on my Finger, or having a fine Watch in my 
“ Pocket, or a Clock that ftrikes for the Advantage 
“ of the ‘Neighbourhood. 
“© An Atheift may do over all thofe fame moral 
Feats that we call Virtues; —: but he can have 
no more Title to a religious Character (nor fo 
K 4 ** much) 


on 
44 



































140 The Prefent State of Art. 13. 


‘© much) than a good-natured Dog or Monkey. 
*¢ Nor, if he is guilty of all Immoralities, ought 
“* he to be call’d an irreligious Man; but oughr, 
** under either Character, to be confidered as 4 
“¢ avild, or tamer and more harmle/s Monfter, and 
*° to be treated accordingly ; but Religion no 
** more belongs to him, than to fay ax irreligious 
°° Bear, or an ungodly Bull; and to a religious 
“¢ Society that he mixes with, he ftands in the 
*° Relation of a brute Creature, if ufeful and harm- 
“ lefs, fit to be protected, as a Horfe or Dog; if 
** mifchievous and diforderly, fit to be treated as 
6 a Vermin or mad Dog, that flies at bis Mafter, 
$¢ not fit for a human Gibbet. If he exercifes Vir- 
*¢ tues, he finds his Intereftand Account in them ; 
“¢ —but he is zmpudent to call his Aétions, or 
“ their Rule, the Religion of Nature, or bim/elf 
© @ Man. If God is fhut out from the moft 
“¢ Jaudable Part of human Behaviour, Religion 
“¢ is fo too; and there is no more Religion in 
6¢ Morality shan in Befliality; there is no more 
“ Religion in being juft, and true, and tempe- 
* vate, than there is in paring my N _ 
“¢ fcratching my Head, or blowing my Nofe; for 
** thefe Aétions are as agreeable to the Nature 
*¢ and Reafon of Things, and have been as eter- 
*¢ nally fo; nor is Obligation to them any more 
*© derived from pofitive Inftitution, than that to 
“© any of thefe they call moral Virtues; and 
“ they have, in truth, in themfelves abfolutely 
© confidered as much intrinfick Value, at leatt re- 
“* ligious Value, as the Zzptop of thofe Atchieve- 
*© ments they call moral.” Hitherto, I think, 
except in Point of Language, there is no mighty 
wide Difference between our Author's Sentiments, 
and thofe of the Rennes, whofe Principles he 
has fuch an Abhorrence of; but in what imme- 

diately 





mam i aunrv ev se “ © 


” 


iw 





Art.13. the Republick of Letters. 141 


diately enfues, there isanentire, an irreconcileable 
Variance between them. 
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“¢ It is, /ays be, the Determinations of the di- 
vine Will chat effentiates all our Aétions, and 
conftitutes their Goodnefs. Why fhould 
not God make things, that we call indifferent, 
the Subjects of his Commands, as well as any 
other things? fince, with him, whatever we 
do, is, in itfelf, equally fo: Or, why fhould 
we ridiculoufly fancy, that it is more worthy 
and becoming God to command us to do this 
thing rather than another? When, to him that 
made them, and made them both to be what 
they are, either to us, or in themfelves, they 
are equally infignificant. It is the fame Ef- 
fect of the fame Caufe, that created at firft na- 
tural Fitneffes, that conftitutes them, by Af- 
ter- Determination, upon Indifferents. And as 
the civil Supreme, God’s Vicegerent and Re- 
prefentative, without regard to intrinfick Va- 
lue, or natural Importance, ftamps the greatcft 
Moment upon the moft trifling and indifferent 
Things and Aétions, makes Rags and Shreds 
of Paper equal in Value to Gold and Trealures ; 
makes idle Forms, and the vaineft Rites and 
Ceremonies, confer Honours and convey E- 
{tates, and fubjects to great Penalties and For- 
feitures, the Negleé and Noncompliance with 
the Stamps of its Authority put upon indiffe- 
rent Things in themfelves; and makes the vi- 
left Materials and Forms of Aétion, that Na- 
ture has given no Value or relative Fitnefs to, 








lefts of Loyalty, or Convictions of Treafon: 
fo God, in like manner, that diftributes Im- 
portance to Things and Actions as he pleafes, 
by charging indifferent Things with his Deter- 
minations, brings them out of their State of 
** natural 
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natural and religious Indifference, and effen- 
tiates our doing or letting them alone, with 
Piety or Impicty; fince thofe of the one fort, 
as well as the other, ferve for Probation of our 
Duty and Gratitude to him, and thole of the 
two feem moft proper for it, which the Prin- 
ciples of our natural Condud, left to them- 
felves, would incline us to think moft agrec- 
able to be let alone, if he commands them to 
be done, or to be done, if he forbids them.— 
How childifhly muft thofe think of God, who 
imagine that one thing is more becoming him 
to command than another, from any intrinfick 
Dignity in the thing itfelf——-God does not 
find Dignity in things, but gives it; and the 
Value that we call intrinfick and Propriety, 
follow his Commands and Determinations, and 
arife from them. It is divine Determinati- 
on, which, with Things, created all their na- 
tural Fitneffes whatfoever ; makes Fitneffes 
turn themfelves into Unfitneffes, and Irreligi- 
on, if he forbids them; and exalts the moft 
notorious Unfitnefles into the higheft Fitneffes ; 
becaufe that Determination is the Caufe 
conftitutive both of the Things, and of thofe 
Fitneffes, and of that Nature and Reafon that 
moral Goodnefs, fo far as it is Religion, arifes 
from. Goodnefs is not the Caufe and End 
of the divine Actions, but as an Effe& follows 
his Volitions ;. the Good that with us goes 
before, refults from the divine Aéts as Confe- 
quence. Unlefs God is directly worfhipped 
by moral Action, there is no more Religion in 
it than én cracking of Nuts, or playing with Cher- 
ry-flones.” And in another place he fays, ** God 
does not do things becanfe they are juft and 
good, but they are good and juft becaufe he 
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“¢ does them; he is the fupreme Rule of Juftice 
“© and Goodnefs, and his Will the Caufe contti- 
“© tutive of both.— We have no Notion of thofe 


Proportions of Relation, that conftitute Ju- 


“ ftice and Goodnefs between the Creator and 
*¢ his Creatures.” 

To fuch as make Reafon their Guide in Affairs 
of Religion, thefe Principles I prefume will ap- 
pear utterly abfurd: But as they are very confitt- 
ent with Mr. Place’s Scheme, he will be under 
no Pain about the zatural Irrationality of them, 
fo long as he thinks they correfpond with the po- 
fitive Will of God, and are the Matter of /aper- 
natural Revelation; thefe Qualifications are more 
than equivalent to any zztrinfick Truth or Good- 
nefs, and are abundantly fufhcient to recommend 
them both to our Underftanding and Approbati- 
on. The contrary Doctrines, however rational 
they may waturally be, are as falfe and wicked as 
God is good and true; for Mr. Place pofitively 
protefts againft them as altogether deftructive of 
the divine Attributes. ‘To this purpofe he thus 
moft eloquently expreffes himfelf: *‘ To confine 
*¢ God’s Treatment of Mankind to our Notions 
“ and Conceits of Juftice and Goodnels, muft 
“ make mad Work; fince the fame Form of rea- 
‘“* foning would faften the fame Blafphemies of 
cruel and umuft upon God, from the daily Oc- 
currences of common Providence; im if 
** Mankind did not fubjeét their imperfect Noti- 
“* ons of Juftice, Goodnefs, and Wifdom to the 
‘€ divine Actions, as their Standard, the formida- 
“* ble Horn of this Dilemma muft be run upon; for 
“ it 1s by giving up only our Conceits of Juftice 

and Goodnefs to the divine Adminiftration, 
‘“* that we affure ourfelves of all thofe Parts of 
‘* Providence being juft, good and wife, that are 
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* otherwile irreconcileable with them, unlefs by 
“¢ denying evident Faéts.” So that according to 
our Author, the divine Wifdom, Juftice and Good- 
nefs are indefenfible upon the Foot of Reafon, 
and the Deity is quite the Reverfe of every thing 
that is amiable and excellent, if our Ideas of its 
moft glorious Perfeétions are not altogether a Lie. 
An intelligent Chriftian can hardly labour under 
a more grievous Dilemma, but Mr. Place, and 
fuch formidable Adverfaries of humanUnderftand- 
ing as he, can very eafily efcape it; they have no- 
thing to do, but to renounce the Dictates of in- 
fufficient Reafon, and they are fafe. And furely 
this will admit of no Hefitation, when it has not 
the leaft Merit or Excufe to plead in its own Fa- 
vour. Would any Man depend upon that asa 
Rule, which has not only loft its Reétitude, but 
was itfelf its own Seducer? No certainly; but, 
on the contrary, not merely reject, but defpife 
and deteft it. ‘* That of Reafon (/ays our acute 
*¢ WVviter) is a criminal Infufficiency, which itielf 
“¢ is acceflory to the bringing upon itfelf, being 
‘* depraved and corrupted by Mal-di/charge ot 
“¢ Duty, and thereby juftly forfeits its Right of 
a Condué, if it ever had fuch, de/erving Punifh- 
“¢ ment inflead of Pity——— We mifreprefent Rea- 
“fon to ourfelves, when we confider it as 
‘Ca Patient only with regard to Corruption, 
“‘ and as the Object of Pity, and Subject of 
“¢ Wrong; it is the Agent alfo, the Corrupter 
“© as well as the Corrupted, and does itfelf the 
‘© Mifchiefs it fuffers—— It is the grand Depra- 
** ver of Revelation. For fuch a confefledly 
*¢ difabled and indifpofed Principle as it is, /frong 
“¢ in nothing but Prefumption, and vain Conceit of 


“6 its Excellencies, in this bed-rid Condition, to 


* claim to be Mankind’s Guide, is to put the fi- 


“ nifhing 


CH = =" tee — Rk UL lc rFflC Ff lc lh KC... 


A“, == S35 me 


oo 








ing 

its 
41€. 
der 
and 




































Art. 13. the Republick of Letters. 145 


“ nifhing Stroke to the Demonftration of its 
“© Weaknels.” 

Thefe Extraés are exaétly anfwerable to the 
Title-Page of this Pamphlet; and I could pro- 
duce many others, which would alfo be unque- 
{tionable Vouchers, for the Character I have gi- 
ven above of the Stile and Manner it is wrote in; 
but [am unwilling to protraé this Article much 
farther, becaufe the Curiofity of thofe Readers, 
who are Admirers of Mr. Place’s Way of think- 
ing, will not be gratified with lefs than the Book 
itfelf; and thofe, on the other hand, who are fo 
unfortunate, as not to fee the Excellency and Ufe- 
fulnefs of it, will think I have already overcharg- 
ed them. The wholeTreatife is of no moreValue 
with them, than ¢he Religion of Nature delineated 
is with our 4uthor. And we may guefs his migh- 
ty Contempt of that, by his Account of the De- 
finition of Reafon contained init. %* Hoollafton, 


| “ fays hey has piled up together an odd Heap of 


“© Lumber, which we are to take from him as a 


| “ Definition or Defcription of Reafon.” Every 


body may perceive the Ground of Mr. Place’s 
Antipathy to fo pernicious a Writer, who is fo 


entirely the Reverfe of himfelf, and has done Ho- 


nour to that abominable Idol Reafon, in the fame 
Degree as he has poured Scorn upon it; he will 
hardly allow it to be aFaculty; bur if it muft be 
fo, he has determined it ought to give place to 
Seeing and Hearing as its Betters: How fhould he 
have any Patience with thofe, who are fo infatu- 


» ated, as to efteem it the nobleft and moft God- 
like Property of human Nature; that which ren- 


ders Man the Refemblance of his Maker, capa- 
citates him both for the Service and Fruition of 
the Deity, and the grand Judge within him, not 
of 





146 The Prefent State of Art. 13. 


of his own Conduét only, but of every Revela- 
tion that can be given him as a Rule of it. 

Some will be apt to accufe our 4uthor, not- 
withftanding all his Zeal and Orthodoxy, of 
profly betraying Religion, while he pretends fo 
{trenuoutly to defend it. That he is opening a 
Gap to the wildeft Errors, and to the vileft Pra- 
étices; and is aCling as foolifh and wicked a Part 
as he would, that fhould perfuade People to put 
out their Eyes, that they might walk or be led 
more fafely. 

This is a Charge which I have no Bufinefs ei- 
ther to join in or refel; all I fhall prefume to fay 
is this: That he has paid no great Compliment 
to Religion (one of the moft effential Acts of 
which 1s, in Scripture, termed our reafonable 
Service) by making Atheifm and S y the ge- 
nuine Confequences of being conducted by Rea- 
fon in the Matters of it; nor has he done any 
thing to difcountenance the latter, fo fafhionable 
amongft us, and the moft civiliz’d Nations of 
Europe at this Day, by the Pains he has taken to 
prove it the univerfal Practice of the wifeft and 
beft Men of the heathen World. The infifting 
fo largely and explicitly upon this, as he has done 
towards the End of his Book, is by no means 
any Evidence of the Purity of his own Mind, or 
any Embellifhment to the Subje&t of it. 
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cond Volumes of Mr. Roxuxin’s Method of 
teaching and ftudying the Belles Lettres. It figni- 
fies nothing informing our Readers, what hither- 
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the Meruopn of teaching and ftudying the 
Belles Lettres; or, an Introdufion to 
Languages, Poetry, Rhetorick, Hiftory, 
moral Philofophy, Phyficks, &c. With 
Reflettions on Tafte, and Inftruttions with 
regard to the Eloquence of the Pulpit, the 
Bar, and the Stage. The whole illuftra- 
ted with Paffages from the moft famous 
Poets and Orators, ancient and modern, 
with critical Remarks on them. By 
Mr. Rollin, Profejor of Eloquence in the 
Royal College, and Member of the Royal 
Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Let- 
tres, @c. Vol. UL. 8vo. Page. 404. 
London: Printed for A. Bettefworth 
and C. Hitch, at the Red Lion sz Pater- 
nofter Row. 1734. 
































































































N Account has already been given in the 
Courfe of this Work, of the firft and fe- 
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to hindred us from doing the fame Juftice to this 
and the fubfequent one: Perhaps, it was thought 
the Publick was fufficiently appriz’d by what we 
had done, of the Excellency of that learned Pro- 
feffor’s Plan, and the Value of his Performance. 
It may be fo; but notwithftanding, we find by 
Experience, that our Readers were not all of 
them contented; fome of them infifting, that we. 
fhould give them, at leaft, as complcat an Idea 
of the third and fourth, as we had formerly done 
of the firft and fecond Parts of this celebrated 
Undertaking. It is in Compliance with their 
Requeft that we have drawn up the following 
Article. 

Our Author introduces this Volume with an 
Encomium upon Hiftory. It has not, be /ays, 
without Reafon been ever look’d upon as the 
Light of Ages, the Depofitory of Events, the 
faithful Witnefs of Truth, the Source of Pru- 
dence and good Counfel, and the Rule of Con- 
dué& and Manners. Confin’d without it to the 
Bounds of the Age and Country wherein we live, 
and within the Limits of our own private Re- 
flections, we fhould ever remain Strangers to the 
reft of the World, and profoundly ignorant of 
all that has gone before us, or even now furrounds 
us. What is the fmall Number of Years we live, 
or the Extent of Country we are able to poffefs 
or travel over, in comparifon of the vaft Regions 
of the Earth, and the Series of Ages which have 
fucceeded one another fince the Creation of the 
World; and yet all we are capable of knowing 
muft be limited to this minute Point, unlefs we 
call in the Study of Hiftory to our Affittance; 
which opens to us every Age and every Country, 
and makes us Mafters of the Experience and Wil: J 


dom of all former Generations. 
Hiftory 
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Hiftory may properly be called, the common 
School of Mankind, equally open and ferviceable 
to great and {mall, to Princes and Subjects, and 
{till moft neceflary to the former, For how can 
awful Truth approach them amidft the Crowd of 
Flatcerers which furround them on all Sides, and 
lay before them the Duties of Royalty, thew 
them wherein their true Glory confifts, and in- 
{til into them a Dread of the juft Judgment of 
Pofterity, to preferve them from being intoxica- 
ted by their Grandeur; but by the Affiftance of 
Hiftory, which alone has the Power of {peaking 
freely to them, and a Right of pafling an abfo- 
lute Sentence upon their Conduct. 

There is no Age or Condition which may not 
draw fome Advantages from Hiftory ; it lays ufe- 
ful Leffons before all. It condemns Vice, ex- 
pofes falfe Virtues, lays open popular Errors and 
Prejudices, diffipates the deluding Enchantments 
of Riches, and the vain Pomp which dazzles the 
Imagination, and fhews by a thoufand Inftances 
that nothing is great and commendable but Ho- 
nour and Probity. 

Mr. Rollin looks upon Hiftory as the firft Ma- 
fter proper to be given to Children, equally fer- 
viceable to entertain and inftruét them, to form 
their Hearts and Underftandings, and to enrich 
their Memories with abundance of ufeful and a- 
greeable Examples. It may likewife be of great 





| Service, by means of the Pleafure infeparable 


from it, towards exciting the Curiofity of that 
Age, which is ever defirous of being inform’d, 
and infpiring a Tafte for Study. Thus, in Point 
of Education, ’tis a fundamental Principle, and 
conftantly obferv’d at all times, that the Study of 
Hiftory fhould precede all the reft, and prepare 
the way for them. 
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It is by no means neceflary, our Author fays, 
that he fhould dwell any longer upon proving the 
Ulefulnefs of Hiftory; "tis a thing generally 
enough agreed on, and which few People call in 
queftion. ’Tis of moft Concern to know what 
we ought to obferve towards rendering the Study 
of it ufeful, and reaping the Benefits that may be 
expected from it. This is what he attempts to 
lay down in this Volume. 

And that he may throw what he has to fay up- 
on the Subje& into fome Order, he divides this 
Difcourfe into three Parts. The firft treats of 
the Tafte of folid Glory and real Greatnefs, and 
ferves to forewarn Youth againft the falfe Ideas 
which the very Study of Hiftory may raife in 
them upon this Subject. The fecond is upon Sa- 
cred Hiftory. The third upon Profane. In the 
laft he fays fomething of Fable, of the Study of 
the Greek and Roman Antiquities, and the Au- 
thors from whence we are to borrow our Know- 
ledge of Hiftory, and the Order wherein they 
are to be read. 

Under the firft general Head, which is of the 
Tafte of folid Glory and real Greatne{s, our Author 
has formed feveral delicate and ufeful RefleGions, 
on I. Richesand Poverty. II. Buildings. III. Fur- 
niture, Drefs, Equipage. IV. Luxury in eating 
and drinking. V. Honours and Preferments. 
VI. Vi&ories, noble Birth, Abilities, Reputati- 
on. And, VII. The things wherein folid Glory 
and real Greatnefs confifts. 

Thefe are all confirm’d and illuftrated by Ex- 
amples, drawn chiefly from the ancient Greek 
and Roman Story ; not altogether neglecting thofe 
of a modern Date, whofe Eminency juftly en- 
titles them to a Place in this felect Collection. 
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Mr. Roliin’s Sentiments (which are conforma- 
ble to thofe of the moft celebrated Philofophers 
and Moralifts) upon all the foregoing Particulars, 
will be feen in the following brief and conneéted 
Abridgment of them. 

All the World, /ays he, agrees, that one of the 
firft Cares in training up Youth to the Study of 
poute Learning, is to lay down in the Beginning, 
fuch Rules and Principles of good Tafte, as may 
ferve to guide and direét them in the reading of 
Authors, efpecially Hiftorians. 

The young People of our Age and Nation in 
particular, need greatly to have their Opinions 
rightly formed, and to be guarded againft falfe 
Prejudices and prevailing Miftakes, upon the 
Points of Poverty and Riches; Modefty and 
Oftentation; Simplicity of Buildings and Furni- 
ture ; Coftlinefs and Magnificence; Frugality and 
Delicacy in Diet; in a word, upon almoft every 
thing that is made the Object of the Contempt 
or Admiration of Mankind. In matters of this 
nature the publick Tafte becomesa Rule toY outh. 
We have therefore great Caufe to be apprehenfive 
in their behalf, at a Time when Vices are grown 
into Fafhion, and Inclination preferr’d to Honour 
and Probity; and to fet before them thofe excel- 
lent Rules and Patterns, which may dire& them 
to avoid and repel thole falfe Prejudices and po- 
pular Errors wherewith they are continually furs 
rounded; and teach them to diftinguifh between 


| true and faife, good and evil, folid Greatnefs and 


vain Oftentation. 
Our Author has no other Defign, Le tells us, 


| in this Treatife, which is not intended for the 


Learned, but purely for the Inftruction of young 
Students; who will often have fcarce any other 


| Notion of Hiftory than what they are to learn 
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from hence. It is the Attention of thefe he be- 
{peaks to what he has been at the Pains of com- 
piling here with a View only to their Service. 

As Riches, /ays be, purchafe what is moft 
efteemed and fought after in Life, it is by no 
means furprizing they themfelves fhould be more 
efteemed and fought after than all the reft. The 
Value of them is fuggefted to us even when we 
are Children by every thing we fee and hear; and 
they become too quickly regarded as alone'capa- 
ble of making Life eafy and happy, and Poverty, 
on the other hand, as the Caufe of Misfortune 
and Shame. 

All Times and People, however, have not been 
governed by this mifchievous Perfuafion. Thofe 
who have been moft confpicuous in the Lifts of 
Fame; the truly Generous and Noble in all A- 
ges and Eftates, have efteem’d the Love of Mo- 
ney, as the fureft Evidence of a low and grovel- 
ing Spirit, and that nothing aggrandiz’d a Cha- 
racter more than a Contempt of it. According 
to them, it was but the fecond Degree of Virtue, 
to make a good Ufe of Riches when they pof- 
feffed them; the higheft Pitch of it was to bear 
up under Poverty, and to account it an Advan- 
tage rather than a Misfortune. Of this Genero- 
fity and Difintereftednefs of Spirit our Author 
has prefented us with a Variety of fhining Inftan- 
ces; there is not, in my Judgment, one of them 
which makes a brighter Appearance than this im- 
mediately enfuing. A poor Man, Doorkeeper to 
a Boarding-Houle in Milan, found a Purfe with 
200 Crowns init. The Man who had loft it, 
inform’d by a publick Advertifement, came to 
the Houfe, and giving good Proof that the Purfe 
belong’d to him, the Doorkeeper reftored it to 
him. The Owner full of Joy and oe - 
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fered his Benefaétor 20 Crowns, which he abfo- 
lutely refufed. He then came down to 10, and 
afterwards to ¢. But finding him ftill inexorable, 
he throws his Purfe upon the Ground, and in an 
angry Tone, 1 have loft uothing, fays he, nothing 
at all, if you thus refufe to accept any thing. The 
Doorkeeper then accepted of Crowns, which 
he immediately diftributed amongft the Poor. 

Such Stories as this make deep Impreffions on 
the Heart, and caft the loweft Difgrace upon A- 
varice. This Paffion is not more difhonourable 
to any than to Men of Learning. All Seneca’s 
Virtue does not fufficiently atone for his Guilt in 
this refpeét. On the contrary, nothing gains 
them a greater Reputation than looking upon 
Wealth with Indifference: 

*Tis feldom we make a right Eftimate of Ob- 
jects that have a fplendid Afpeét, and ftrike upon 
the Eyes with external Luftre. There are few 
Perfons who are not tranfported with an Admi- 
ration of fumptuous Buildings. But there is not 
in this any Symptom of true Greatnefs. Ufeful- 
nefs anid Conveniency are of greater Importance, 
efpecially in private Structures. Zully would have 
no Magnificence in any but fuch as are defigned 
for publick Benefit. He blames: Pericles for con- 
fuming the Treafure of the State in adorning the 
City of Athens. The Romans,:from the Foun- 
dation of the Empire, had a very different Tatfte. 
They aimed at Grandeur only in Matters that 
concerned Religion, or the common Advantage. 
Many Families have been ruined by the Paffion of 
raifing pompous Houfes. And this fhould lead 
fuch, as are entrufted with the Education of 
Youth, to caution them early againft fo general 
and dangerous a Relifh. A Cottage, fays Seneca, 
becomes as auguft as a Temple, when Juttice, 
3 Gene- 
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Generofity, Probity, Sincerity and Honour are 
lodg’d in it. How can a Houte be called fmall, 
which contains fo many and fo great Virtues? 
Lewis X1V. on his Death-bed, told the prefent 
King of France, he had been too fond of War, and 
charged him wot to follow him in that, aor in the 
very great Expences he had run into. And with 
Tears in his Eyes, he gave his Grandfon of Spain 
the fame Advice when he fent him to take Pof- 
feffion of that Kingdom. 

In like manner fhould every great Soul defpife 
and avoid Excefs in Houfhold Furniture, Drefs, 
and Equipage. Nothing of all this makes a Man 
greater or more deferving. God has caft a Re- 
proach, fays Seneca, upon thofe outward Advan- 
tages, which are too too frequently the Objects 
of our Defires, by conferring them, as he often 
does, upon the forrieft Wretches, and ns 
them to Men of the greateft Probity. The mo 
illuftrious Princes, Heroes and Lawgivers of An- 
tiquity were famous for a deferved Contempt of 
thefe things. 

Luxury in eating and drinking was carried in 
the Declenfion of the Roman Republick to an al- 
moft incredible Excefs, and under the Emperors 
they ftill outwent the Practice of their Predecef- 
fors. But thofe whom Pofterity has done moft 
Honour to the Memory of, infinitely abhorr’d it. 
Cato the Cenfor, the Ornament of his Age and 
of the Commonwealth, boafted that he had ne- 
ver drank any other Wine than what was drank 
by his Workmen and Domefticks; never bought 
a Supper which exceeded thirty Seffertie, nor 
ever wore a Garment which coft above an hun- 
dred Drachms of Silver. He learnt to live thus 
from the Example of the famous Curius, that 


great Man who drove Pyrrbus out of Italy, and 
x thrice 
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thrice had the Honour of a Triumph: "T'was 
this Curius whom the Ambafladors of the Sam- 
nites found in a poor little Cottage, fitting in the 
Chimney-Corner boiling of Roots, who rejected 
their Prefents with Difdain, telling them, who- 
ever could be content with fuch a Supper had no 
need of Gold. And that for his Part, he thought 
it more honourable to command over thofe who 
had Riches, than to have them himfelf. 
Vefpafian, Nerva, Trajan, Antoninus, Marcus 
Aurelius, Severus, Alexander, Pertinax, durelian, 
Jacitus, Claudius U1. and Probus, all Princes who 
have conferr’d the greateft Dignity ontheT hrone, 
were guided by the fame Spirit, and banitfhed all 
f{uperfluous Expence and Delicacy from their Ta- 
bles with the greateft Severity: Not out of any 
parfimonious Difpofition, but out of a thorough 
Conviction that their Glory confifted in Virtue, 
and would be fullied by an oppofite Behaviour. 
Thefe ancient Examples of Modefty and Fru- 
gality are not propofed as perfect Models for us to 
follow. Our Age and Manners cannot bear with 
fo mafculine and robuft a Self-denial. ‘There are 
befides, it may be allowed, certain Rules of De- 
cency to be obferved, and in every State and Con- 
dition things may be reduced to an honeft and 
commendable Mediocrity. But there is a great 
deal of room for us to advance towards fuch a 
Meafure of Virtue, before we need be under the 
leaft Apprehenfion of approaching too near to it. 
And after all, if we fhould arrive at an Equality 
with it, fhould we thereby tarnifh our Reputa- 
tion? Have not all fucceeding Generations joined 
in applauding the great Perfonages I have been 
jutt fpeaking of? Has any one ever ventured to 
charge them with having debafed the Nobility of 
their Birth, the Glory of their Station, or the 
L 4 Majefty 
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Majefty of the Empire which they governed? 
Or rather, were not thefe the Qualities which 
raifed them higheft, and have univerfally drawn 
on them the Love, the Admiration and Efteem 
of Pofterity? 

But the true Defign of infifting on them, is to 
inftil into young ones, a Veneration for the ori- 
ginal Source and Principle, from whence arofe 
that brave Contempt, which the great Men of 
old fhewed for that which the Majority of Man- 
kind now admire and feek after. For ’tis this 
Principle, this Difpofition of Mind, which is re- 
ally valuable. A Man may be referv’d and mo- 
deft in the midft of Riches and Honours, as he 
may be proud and avaritious in the Obfcurity of 
a poor and wretched Life. 

Pofts of Honour, and the Marks of Refpeé& 
annexed to them, are things alfo that may have 
wherewithal to flatter the Ambition and Vanity 
of Mankind, but in themfelves they procure no 
real Glory or folid Greatnefs. They are not al- 
ways a Proof any more than a Recompence of 
Merit; they add nothing to the good Qualities 
either of Body or Mind, as they correct none of 
our Faults, but often, on the contrary, ferve on- 
ly to render them more confpicuous.' ‘Good 
Judges have ever looked upon them as a Burden 
which they were loaded with rather than honour- 
ed by. 

The young Sidonians, who refufed the Sceptre 
which Alexander the Great offered them, well 
underftood that it was far more glorious to de- 
fpife Royalty than to poffefs it. It was with the 
ucmoft Difficulty the Romans prevail’d with Nz- 
ma Povpilius their fecond King to accept the fu- 
preme Authority over them; he knew he there- 
by became in reality the Servant and Slave of “ 
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his Subje&ts. acitus and Probus, who did fo 
much Honour to their Station, were both advan- 
ced to the Empire againft their Inclination. Fre- 
derick of Saxony, furnamed the Wife, obftinately 
refufed the Imperial Crown, notwithftanding the 
earneft Requefts of the Electors that he would 
affume it. 

Thefe and many other Examples to the fame 
Purpofe, fhew us that there is nothing truly great 
in Pofts of Honour, but the Danger which fur- 
rounds them ; that the greateft Glory lies in a ge- 
nerous Contempt of them, or in fubmitting to 
them only for the publick Good, and that a Man 
becomes a Slave to them from the Moment he is 
fond of them. 

Viétories, noble Birth, Abilities, Reputation, 
have all likewife fomething in them extremely 
flattering, and apt to miflead; they feem to con- 
tain fomething more perfonal and peculiar than 
the things before fpoken of, to thofe they belong 
to. But though they are indeed fuperior in De- 
gree to the Advantages aforementioned, yet folid 
Glory and real Greatnefs do not confit in them. 

What is Conqueft ufually but Madnefs and Ra- 
pine? And how feldom has military Glory any 
better Principles or Foundation, than Ambition, 
Avarice, Injuftice and Cruelty ? 

What mighty Credit is it in reality to be de- 
fcended from the moft illuftrious Stock, or to be 
able to reckon up a long Series of Anceftors fa- 
mous for their Virtues, unlefs we ourfelves bear a 
Refemblance to them? Will their Merit make a 
Man confiderable, who has none of his own? Or 
have we any Title to the Refpect which was due 
to them on account of their Worth, if we have 
no Share in the Inheritance of it? Wifdom and 
Goodnefs feated in the Mind, and exerting them- 
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felves in Life and Converfation, are the only 
Source of true Nobility, to which that which is 
founded merely on Birth and Defcent is vaftly ins 
ferior. 

Thofe who have made the brighteft Figure in 
the Annals of Fame, have been plainly of this 
Sentiment. Ve/pafian publickly made a Jeft of 
thofe who pretended to derive his Pedigree from 
Hercules. He rightly fcorned to part with his in- 
trinfick Honour for any adventitious one what- 
foever. He went every Year after he came to the 
Empire to pafs his Summer at a {mall Country 
Houle wherein he was born, and which he would 
never enlarge or embellifh. His Son Zitus per- 
fifted in the fame Behaviour. And Pertinax, the 
greateft Man of his Age, afterwards Emperor, 
during the three Years he tarried in Liguria, lodg- 
ed in his Father’s Houfe; and raifing a great 
Number of fine Buildings around it, left it, a 
Cottage, in the midft, an illuftrious Monument of 
his low Birth, and Greatnefs of Soul. Thefe 
Princes were confcious the Splendor of their Vir- 
tues was no ways abated by the Obfcurity of their 
Original, nor treated with lefs Veneration on the 
_ Score of their Humility. 

It muft be acknowledged, that tho’ all the fore- 
going Appendages fhould be rejected, yet Talents 
of the Mind have fome Pretenfion to the Cha- 
racter of real Greatnefs. However, even when 
they are confiderable, they are oft-times deftitute 
of it. A profound Skill in the Arts and Scien- 
ces denominates a Man learned, but not always 
good. Onthe other hand, the utmoft natural or 
acquired Abilities are vain and pitiful, when the 
Owner of them, greedy and infatiable after Praife, 
is puff’d up with the Conceit of them, ftriving 
only to live in the Opinion of others. 

That 
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That which alone ftamps a Value upon Learn- 
ing and intellectual Talents, is the good Ufe that 
is made of them, accompanied with Humility. 
Where they are not directed by Prudence, and 
employed benevolently, they are neither Orna~ 
ments to the Owner, nor Advantages to the 
Commonwealth. 

Reputation is looked upon by all as the deareft 
and moft precious Treafure belonging to Man- 
kind; and a Difregard to it, as a Mark of the 
moft abject Bafenefs. 

And yet to be greedy of it, to be over eager 
in purfuing it, and to feem in fome meafure to 
beg it; inftead of being the Characteriftic of a 
great Soul, is the moft certain Sign of a vain and 
light Difpofition. Yet this is the Weaknels of 
moft Men, and fometimes even of fuch as are di- 
ftinguifhed by peculiar Merit. Every one re- 
members how criminal Cicero was in this Particu- 
lar. To comprehend the better how little and 
mean this Vanity is, we need but open our Eyes, 
and confider how great and noble is the oppofite 
Condué&, which confifts in bearing Praife with 
Pain, and fpeaking of one’s felf with Modetty. 
In heartily contributing to the Reputation of o- 
thers; and in facrificing one’s own Reputation 
for the Good of the Publick. 

After what has been faid, it is not dificult now 
to determine, what it is which does in truth con- 
ftitute real Greatnefs and folid Glory. 

Tc be good, liberal, beneficent, and generous ; 
to value Riches only for the fake of diftributing 
them; Places of Honour for the Service of our 
Country ; Power and Credit to be in a Condition 
to fupprefs Vice and reward Virtue; to be really 
good without feeking to appear fo; to bear Po- 
verty nobly; to fiffer Injuries and Affronts with 

Patience 
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Patience; to ftifle Refentments, and do all forts 
of good Offices to an Enemy, when we have it 
in our Power to be revenged of him; to prefer 
the publick Good to every thing befide; to fa- 
crifice our Wealth to it, our Repofe, Life and 
Reputation, if required: This is what’ makes a 
Man truly great, and really deferving of Efteem. 

Thefe Principles cannot be too much inculca- 
ted upon Youth, and it were to be wifh’d they 
could never hear any thing which is contrary to 
them; the principal Fruit of Hiftory is to pre- 
ferve and fupport in them thofe Sentiments of 
Probity and Integrity we bring into the World 
with us; or if they have fwerved from them, to 
draw them back by degrees, and rekindle in them 
thofe precious Sparks by frequent Examples of 
Virtue. 4 farther Account of the Remainder of 
this ufeful and entertaining Work will be given in 
the next and following Republicks. 





















ARTICLE XV. 
State of Learning. 





AMSTERDAM. 
H Waesberge has publifhed a new Edition of 


Grotius de Fure belli ac pacis, cum Notis Fob. 
Barbeyraci. § Vol. The learned Editor has ad- 
ded a great many new Notes to this Edition. 
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